" spending money on

The Minister for Mines: You know that
Mactariane’s factory can afford to pay the
inereased railway freight and still be in a
hetter position to compete with the country
factory.

.Mr. TROY: Even supposing that is so,
what has that to do with the prineiple? 1\
run a farm near Murchison. T can send
my chaff to Murchison cheaper than_ farm-
ers who are 50 miles further away. Why
should I be penalised bevause my situation
happens to be more favourable? I am pre-
pared to pay and do pay the same rate for
the same mileage and the same service as
any other individual. Why penalise we?

Mr. Mann: T saw the Commissioner of
Railways and his 1eply was that Macfarlane
was at an advantage inasmuch as the coun-
try factories had to pay a greater rate on
the bntter coming to the city than the
farmer had to pay on the cream.

Mr. TROY: The Northam butter factory
can send butter to the goldfields and out-
back districts cheaper than the Perth factory
becanse it has an advantage in that way.
The Geraldton Butter Factory will sell butter
on the Murchison beecause it gains an advan-
tage over other factories in so doing.

Mr. Mann: The great market is in the
city.

Myr. TROY: I do not care about that, Be-
cause I happen to be situated in a certain
part of the State why should I be called
upon to pay a greater freight for my pro-
duets than people who are situated else-
where? The Railway Department ought not
to be used to impose disabilitics upon one
set of citizens against another set. Of all
things this Government should stand for
freedom of trade and a fair deal ail round,
and I shail be glad to hear the explanation
of the Minister for Railways upon this
question. What the country needs to-day
is not only an optimist but a prudent man, I
ean see no sign ot prudence in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech. That is my ecomplaint. All
I ean sce i3 a long list of platitudes, ex-
cuses, and complaints about what has hap-
pened on the other side of the world. There
is no policy for the future, Things are bad,
and we have to take the necessary steps iv
face the bad times that are ahead of ns.
The fovernment should outline the action
tley propose to take so that the House and
the country may know what it is, I have
asked the I'remier if he will find new
markets, and exploit other parts of th:
world to replace the markets which are no
locnger available. He should refrain from
immigration without
gystem. There are hundreds of people in
the country to-day who cannot make a
living, and the country because of the re-
strictiona of trade is not in a positicn io
earry a lot of immigrants, I want to know
from ihe Government how they will find
work for all the immigrants they tell us
are coming here. Arve they going to put
them on the land, and bave they the capital
with ‘which to keep them there until they
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become producers? If they are wot-to he
put on the land how will they be provided
for, and if they are put ow the land what
will be the policy in respect to finding
markets for their products? That is a fair
and reasonable question and any prudent
and progressive Government should be able to
give the House some lead in the matter.
Things will be worse in this eountry than
they are te-day. We bhave not yet reached
the turning point. I welcome immigration
provided the country is in a fit state to
receive it, but to throw thousands of mon
to-day oan the labour market and make no
provision for them is not in the best inter-
ests of the country. I suggest that wheun
the Premier has an opportunity he should
teli the House bow he proposes to arrange
to provide other markets to replace tinse
which have collapsed, and to provide work
for the pcople in Western Australia aus well
as for thosc yet to gome. That is my chicf
concern so far as the industries of this
country are affected.

On motion by Mr.
journed.

Money, debate ad-

House adjourned at 1035 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,

Thursday, 18th August, 1921.

Questions : Tramway Extenslon, South Perth-Como

Railway Passes, Blinded Soldlers 200
Education, a school hollday ... 200
Government Stores Im ect. on 200
Message, Assent to Su 200
Royal Commlmion on but.ing, Mlnlxtarlnl Staha- 200
Addma—ln-reply. Elshl.h Dn.y 280

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers. i

QUESTION—TRAMWAY EXTENSION,
SOUTH FERTH-COMO.

Capt. CARTER asked the Minister for
Railways: When is it proposed to start the
construction of the South. Perth-Como tram
extension

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-

plied : When the necessary material comes to-
hand.
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QUESTION—RAILWAY PARBSES,
BLINDED SOLDIERS.

Mr, CORBOY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: Will he, when renewing passes for
blinded soldicrs, endorse such passes ‘* Avail-
able for attendant also'’?

The MINISTER TOR RATLWAYS re-
plied: No application for this consideration,
which shoukl be made to the Seeretary, Pre-
mier’s Department, has yet been refuzed.

QUESTION—EDUCATION, A SCHOOL
HOLIDAY.

Mr. TEESDALE asked the Minister for
Mihes: 1, What schools were closed on the
10th August? 2, Did the headmasters receive
the necessary official permission?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
Jdunior Tecbnieal School and Perth Boys'. g,
Yes, .

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT STORES
- INSPECTION,

Mr. TEESDALE asked the Premier: Will
Ie allow a committee appointed by the Cham-
ber of Commerce, consisting of three retired
merehants, to inspeet Government stocks in
the Government Stores and report gencrally
on the system followed?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Premier) replied: Tf it is desired that a com-
mittee or eommission of inquiry be appointed,
notiee of motion should be given in the or-
dinary way.

MESSAGE—ASSENT TO SUPPLY -
BILL.

Message frem the Governor reeeived and
read assenting to Supply Bill (No. 1)
£1,640,320. .

ROYAL COMMISSION ON TRIBUTING.
Ministerial Statement.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon, J.
Scaddan—Albany) [4.40}: With the permis-
sion of the House I desire to make a Drief
statement with regard to tributing on minces.
Hon. members will be aware that a Roval
Commission is now sitting to deal with the
question of tributing, From that Commis-
sion T have reccived an interim report stat-
ing that in view of the fact that a eonsider-
able percentape of the tributing apreements
now existing expire at the end of September,
and in view of the further faet that the Com-
mission is not in a position to submit a de-
finite recommendation in time to allow of an
amendment being made by that date in the
Mining Act Amendment Act passed last ses-
sion, it would be inadvisable to take any
action in that direction pending the contin-
uance of cxigting apgreements to the end of
this year. I desire to inform hon, members
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that although this is nof in striet conformiiy
with the Act passed last scssion, T propose,
in accordance with the Royal Commission’s
recommendation, not to take any action until
the end of the present calendar year.

ADDRESS. IN-REPLY,
Bighth Day.
Debate resumed from the previeus day.

Mr, MONEY (Bunbury) [+.41]: In the
first place T wish to join in the congratula-
tions expressed by the old members of this
House to the new members. T shall endeavour
to pass on as quickly as possible to the sub-
jeet of debate, In doing so I have to ask
myself, what is the object of the debate on
the Address-in-reply? It is quite possible
that the debate may be made profitable to
the Government as well as to members. Tt
affords members an opportunity of express-
ing their ideas on the gencral, broad policy
of the Government, On the other haand, it
gives the Government an opporturity of
pathering, if I may say go, the bhest ideas
of all the members of this Honse. The best
business man is frequently not the most bril-
Tinnt; and so it is with Governments. A Gov-
ernment may not be brilliant, but yet if Min-
isters have the best capaeity to make use of
the idens of other people, they can be the
most suecessful Government. That is their
opportunity. 1t is up to every member of
the House—and from the expressions of
opinion which have been heard from all sides

“of the Chamber I feel sure that hon. mem-

bers generally share this view—to give any
Government of the day the best of his ideas
with a view to helping the State out of its
present financial trouble. In the very first
paragraph of the Governor’s Speech we have
that most important subjeet, the deficit—a
subjeet which in itself is quite sufficiently
important to occupy almost the whole of this
debate. Notwithstanding the fact that the
present debate is not one on the Estimates,
yet we are eatitled to deal with the subject
of the deficit, so far as regards the why and
the wherefor of the huge shortage which this
State is up against. Let us make no error:
it is moy the Government of to-day who are
up againgt the defieit, but all the people of
the State of Western Australia are up against
the financinl pesition. We¢ must acknowledpge
that to wipe out the defieit quickly is a matter
of utter impossibility. Indeed, the deficit is
inerpaging yearly. Nevertheless, it musi
surely be possible to put an end to the in-
erease of the deficit; and, having once stopped
the drift, we should be able to reduece the
deficit. T am pot one of those who acknow-
ledge that the present state of our finances
is due to the war. JIf we analyse the posi-
tion we must recognise clearly that Weatern
Australia was drifting prior to the war. Tho
moneys teeeived by our State and by our
people during the peried of the war did not
fall short of the corresponding reeeipts be-
fore the war. Never in the history of this
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country have the wool growers. reccived

s0  much  meney for their wool as
they didl under the system which came
about as a vresult of the war. Sim-
ilarly the wheat growers of Westorn

Australia realised increased prices for their
wheat under that system, ag compared with
that which previgusly operated. That being
s0, it is useless to sit down and say that
the results weve due to the war, and that
in the course of time, things will right
themselves. To follow that course is to
adopt a very dangerous attitude. It has
been said that when we get additional
population, the position will rectify itself.
We may not get that inerease in pepulation
which we expect. We must accept the
position as we find it to-day, and we
must  cut  onr ecoat _nccording te our
cloth.  We must act as if the present
position is to continune, With that end ia
view, and although it way invelve the
repetition of many matters which have been
mentioned in this House during the past
three years or more, I deem it my duty to
call atfention to the matters to which I
refer. I do se in the hope that it may lead
to a saving on account of the State finances
and to some improvement in conditions
generally. Por yeurs one guestion has been
ventilated in, this Chamber, and had the
suggestions which were put forward from
time to time been acted upon, and the re-
sult been what we have been led to believe
wotld be the case, there would have bheen
a saving of thousands of pounds to the
State. [ am referring to the question of
the duplication of departments. Hon,
members repeat matters so ofien that they
are apt to tire of the repetition. TUntil
such times as the necessary reforms are
accomplished, it is oor duty te repeat the
suggestions we have to make. We are
assured that the duplication of the Federal
and State Taxation Departments repregents
a saving of £20,000 per year to the State.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You must remember
that it was not the State that eaused the
duplieation.

Mr. MOXNEY: 1If it was not the State,
who was it that agreed to the ama]gama-
tion?

Mr. O’Loghlen;
Governments.

Mr. MONEY: Exactly; they were both
parties to. the amalg.mlatmn So that it
must represent a saving to both the State
-and the Tederal Governments.

Mr.
have everything,

Mr. MONEY: If that amalgamation had
been’ accomplished five yeers ago, on the
basis of the saving of £20,000, a loss of
£100,000 would have been saved to this
State. )

Hon, W, C, Angwm
to ‘unification at once.

Mr. MONEY: In any case, there is a
distinet saving to the State, Jf amalgama-
tion is‘good for one department, it is good

Both State and Federal

You should agree

O’Loghlen:’ We had better let them
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tar another.
Departments.

lon. W, €. Angwin: It is unification that
You want, all right,

Ilon. P Collier: Hand over everything to
the Commonwealth.

AMr. MONEY: If there is to be a saving
to the State, I agree that these amalgama-
tions should take place, and to that extent
unification will have my support.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: You wounld not say
that in public at Bunbury.

Mr. MONEY: Mopst decidedly I would
say that at Bunbury, I am not advocating
unification by any means. We were told
by the Premier that the State rights have
been fully safeguarded in connection with
the  amalgamation of the State and
Federal Taxation Departments. If the
State rights ecan be safeguarded with regard
to one department, why can they not bhe
safeguarded under other such amalgama-
tions? '

Hon, W. C, Angwin: Then give them the
lot.

lion. P. Collier: If the State rights are
so safeguarded, the resnlts have been shown
in the faet that offieials, who have been
employed in the State department for
years, have been put aside and men from
the Eastern States have been brought in to
fill their places,

Mr. MONEY:
ate

Hon. T. Walker: Youn have not proved
that it is good to amalgamate these depart-
ments. We may live to regret it.

* Mr, Johnston: The amalgamation effected
represents a good saving.

Mr. MONEY: Hon. members apparently
dil not hear what I said at the commence-
ment of my remarks. [ said that if it is
agreed that it will represent n saving of
£20,000 to the people

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Premier Jdid not
suy that. He said that that wounld be the
saving to the State flmd::. but not to the
people.

Mr. MONEY:
pecple.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The people liave to
pay the taxes.

Mr. MONEY: Are hon. members here to
try to distinguish as between the State anl
the people I am disappointed at that
interjection.

Hon. T. Walker: You as a lawyer know
that there is a difference between State
funds and the people of the State.

Mr, MONEY: I simply mention this mat-
ter and I am satisfied that if the State
rights are safeguarded under the amalgama-
tion, the people of Western Ausiralia should
never have been saddled with this extira
burden.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I believe in consti-
tutional methods; you do not. That is the
difference between us.

Mr., MONEY: The member for North-
East Fremantle {(Hon. W. C. Angwin), dur-

We still have two Electoral

If it is good" to amalgamn-

Surely the State is the
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ing the courase of remarks he made in this
Chamber, referred to the unsatisfactory
position regarding the financial arrange-
ments between the Commonwealth and the
State Governments,

‘Hon, W, C. Angwin: I never mentioned
it.

Mr. MONEY: I have a note about that
point; I cannot peruse and read ‘‘Hao-
sard'’ during my speech. For years past

there have been complaints that Western’

Australia has not received a fair deal from
the Commonwealth,

Hon. T. Walker: Neither it has.
tainly agree with you there.

Mrz. MONEY: If that be so, and our
finances are suffering in consequence, surely
it is time something was done.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Hand them over to
the Commonwealth.

Mr, MONEY: A Federal convention is to
be held in the near future and I think this
is a fit subject for discussion at that gather-
ing. I hope this subject will be thoroughly
investigated and if it can be shown that we
are suffering by reason of the existing ar-
ringements, efforts should be made to have
our wrongs righted. A third matter which
has been stressed in this Chamber from time
to time, and which is undoubtedly a subjeet
of the preatest importance at the present
time, relates to the railways. From the
statements by members, it seems pretty well
agreed that the tronble in conneetion with
our railways is the excess mileage in com-
parison with our population. That being so,
L trust that endeavours will be made in the
wear future, not to settle land at a distance
from the existing railways, but to encourage
closer settlement along the railways already
constructed.

AMr, O'Loghlen: Will you support a tax on
the unimproved land values?

Mr. MOXEY: I will not po into the ques-
tion of how this closer settlement is to be
encouraged. Whea members are agreed that
it is in the best interests of the State to sce
that all the land along the existing railways
is fully developed, it will be time to diseuss
details as to how that is to be achieved. It
will be them for the House to decide that
aypect. '

Mr. O’Loghlen: What methods do you
think should be adopted to bring that resalt
about ?

Mr, MONEY: 1t is uselesa to go into de-
tails until the House has decided that this
should be done,

AMr. O'Loghlen: You are one of those who
will bave to decide the question.

The Minister for Agriculture: You should
pive notice of sueh a question.

Mr. MONEY: There is one other matter
regarding the policy of Western Australia at
the present time, and that jis the question of
administration, which requires eonsiderable
thought. I look upon the administration of
the affaira of State as somewhat similar to an
electric eurrent.

I cev-
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Hon., T. Walker: There is not much elec-

-tricity on your side.

Mr, MONEY: We may secure curreat from
a generating station and use it for certain
purposes, but the use of that current becomes
more costly the farther one goes from the
station. 8o it is with the administration of
affairs of State. For my part I cannot :ee
how the North-West can possibly be adminis-
tered successfully from Perth. If we are
loging & percentage of our finances, and if
we are compelled to shoulder the extra cost
of administration, entailing in consequence
somewhat inefficient administration, this is
surely a subject that should be dealt with by
wmembers at a later stage. '

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Although you say that
with regard to the North-West, you believe
in administering the Taxation Department
from Melbourne,

Mr. Underwood: What are we losing in
regard to the North-West?

Mr. MONEY: We have the Government
machinery in Perth and we lose on account
of the distance. If we have to go 1,000 miles
when administration is good for 50 miles, we
lose 930 miles in travelling and so on. I am
simply giving exXpression to my opinions,
which may not coincide with those of the
member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood). 1
believe that administration at such a great
distance is too costly, and that under auch
vonilitions we cannot do justice to the North-
West, or give satisfaction to the rest of
Western Australia.

Mr, J. H. Smith: Why did you extend the
pastoral leases, then?

Mr. MONEY: That is another matter. I
think we in Western Australia shouvld learn
a lessen from the Romans in connection with
the development of our new country, and thus
gain a realisation of the necessity for satis-
factory roads. 1n every country that neces-
sity is recogniged except'in Western Aus-
tralia. To-day we are suffering from the
want of good roads,more than from the want
oi' good railways.

Mr. Lambert: The worst road in the State
is that from Bunbury to Busselton,

Mr. MONEY: They are exceptionally bad
in the South-West, In dealing with the
finances of the State, however, it does not do
to distinguish too much between the people’s
money and the State finances, because in the
long run they are one and the same. It is
useless to receive in one pocket a payment
for produce if, through the rotten state of
the finances and excessive taxation, we have
to pay that money out and a little more as
well. We have to row together, for the Gov-
ernment and the people are in the same boat,
Reverting to the question of good roads, how-
ever, it is within my knowledge that the roads
in districta where it is most difficult to eon-
struet them, have cost twice as mueh for ma-
terials during the nast 20 yeara as they
should have done, That has arisen from the
one cause, namely the want of co-operation
with the Railway Department. We had a
most interesting meeting in the South-West
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recently where information on this point was
obtained. In some instances material has
been placed on the roads for from ls. 6d. to
43, 6d. per cubic yard. In other dis-
tricta where the roads are more diffi-
eult to econstruct, the cost has run up
to 12s. per cubic yard. With the as
sistance of the railways, however, and with
the material costing the same price, it eculd
have been placed on the roads for one-third
of the cost T have mentioned. In consequence
of the lack of co-operation there has beén a
distinet loss to the people and also to the
finances of the State. The methods adopted
in the past have been wasteful and the re-
sults show that the roads have not been con-
strueted as they should have been. We have
Jrogressed to some extent but we have not
yet arrived at full ec-ordination hetween the
efforts of the local authorities and the Gov-
ernment departments. However, I hope that
full eo-ordination of effort will be achieved
in due course, We cannot afford to delay
in this matter much longer. It may not
appeal to hon. members that savings under
this heading will do very muoch to help

the State finances. On the principle,
however, that ‘‘many a miekle makes a
muckle,” g0 it iz with the State

finances. [t is the collection of the different
savings, small thongh some of them may be,
that leads to effeetive work in rectifying the
financial position. T wonder how often we
have been told, by people who know, of the
necessity for lime in the South-West. Mem-
bers in this Chamber have used expressions
in regard to the South-West which have not
been altogether agreeable to people living in
that part of the State. That may have come
about from repeated pointing to the neces-
sity for lime for the development of agricul-
ture in the Sonth-West. A few years ago this
House passed o measure giving a concession
over Lake Clifton, In that Bill provision was
made for the delivery of lime of a eertain
quality at 10s. per ton. I should like to know
if it i3 possible even to-day to obtain a single
ton of lime under the conditions laid down
in that measure. The farmers of the South-
Weat have been put off year after year in
their demand for cheap lime. This want of
¢heap lime has been one of the biggest ob-
stacles in the Bouth-West.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: Are not the conces-
sionaires supplying it now? i

Mr. MONEY: No, so far as I ecan gather
not a single ton of dry lime has been de-
livered from the works. I was not in the
Honse when the measure was pnssed but, as
one reads if, the lime to be supplied for ag-
rieulture is burnt lime,

Mr. Lambert: No, it is not.

Mr. MONEY: 1 say it means burnt lime,

Mr, Underwood: Yon are wrong.

Mr. MONEY: Then, according to hon, mem-
hers, the farmers were to accept lime just as
it is taken out of Lake Clifton! If that is so,
the price should be, not 10s.,, but something
much nearer to half a crown. I am referring
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to this ae an illustration of the inevitable de-
lzys in the provision of promised facilities.

Mr. O’Loghlen: T3 there anywhere else in
the State where lime can be purchased at haif
a erown?

Mr, MONEY: In New Zealand it is sup-
plied at 5s. per ton, and we have to com-
pete with New Zealand,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Ther if it costs 7s 6d.
per ton to produce, you want it at half a
crown{

Mr. MONEY: Tt has not been delivered
even at the price stated in the Act. Even
at that price it would be used to a very large
extent,

Mr. Lambert: I ean take you to a deposit
of hundreds of thousands of tons of lime
which could be loaded into ships at a shilling
per ton.

{The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr, MONEY: Another lack from which
we are suffering is that of drainage. Pro-
mises have been accumulating for years, but
very little has been done, We have sus-
tained huge financial losses for want of this
and that promised facility. Another diree-
tion in which we suffer economic loss is the
marketing of our products. Consider the
potato crop. At one period of the year we
produce potatoes in such abundance that the
local market is over-supplied. The individual
grower cannot make provision to protect the
erop, with the resnlt that the potato moth
comea along and 50 per cent of the crop is
lost. To lose the results of production is
worse than not to produce at all. Not only
the grower, but the State also, suffers great
loss for want of that facility., If that waste
could be saved, it would mean very greatly
increased production of potatoes in the fol-
lowing year, because the growers would have
more monrey to put into their enterprise. Not
only eould the State become self-supporting
in the matter of potatoes, but it could grow
potatoes for profitable export. We have not
sufficiently recognised that our farming
methods are not up to date. The produetivity
of that portion of the South-West already
servedl by railways could be increased 50
fold or even 100 fold by the adoption of im-
proved methods of farming., It is acknow-
ledged that we are deficient in trained far-
mers; yet we have not an agricultura) col-
lege. If we want to train our youth, we have
to send them to the Eastern States, It is not
creditable to past Goveromente that they
should have neglected the provision of an ag-
ricultural college. Although I am a firm be-
liever in economy, vet it is somelimes neces-
sary to spend something in order to get back
romething larger., Even to-day nearly
£1,000,000 goes ant of the State
every year for potatoes, butter, hams and
bacon. We have been sitting back all
these years and doing very little beyond put-
ting one railway here and another there. We
never finish the job we begin. One of our
greatest disabilities is the making of a start
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and getting no farther. If we had good
roads and drains and improved methods of
farming, our railway system would be pay-
ing well. We must pay more attention to
the finishing of the undertakings we begin.
I very much doubt whether the success of
our promised immigrants will be all that we
desire. If we are to achieve success with
them, it will only be by placing them on land
served by railways.

Mr. Clydesdale:
scheol.

Mr. MONEY: T do not mind what it is, so
long as it will give the required results. Qur
task will never be finished until we endeavour
to finish it. XNever was there suel oppor-
tunity in Western Australin for a man to
show his statesmanship, It is only when
difficultics confront 2 man and he has to get
his back against the wall, that one ean deter-
mine what he is made of. No man ever
achicved anything unless he made up his nnnd
te do it.

Mr. O’Loghlen: ‘A Government without an
Attorney General econld not be expeeted to
meke good.

Mr. MONEY: That is a matter for the
Government to settle, I have put forward
these several questiona because I am convinced
we shall have te pay more attention to thosc
parts of the State which enjoy the utilities
for which we owe so much in loan money
and interest and sinking fund, those utilities,
those busiress undertakings, which are to a
large extent responsible for our finaneial posi-
tion. We all recognise that we have heen
suffering from the errors of judgment or
want of efficieney in that department whieh
has carried out so many of our big publie
works. It must be acknowledged.

Mr, Pickering: Tt is so obvious.

Mr. MONEY: | am not saying anything
agzinst the Minister for Works, but it is so
very obvious that we have been suffering
severcly in this direction. (an anyone forget
the Perth septic tanks, the Wyndham Meat
Works, the Bunbury larbour Works, the
Harvey drainage scheme! In addition to
these, many more, no doubt, if investigated
by au impartial tribunal would be shown te
have been carried out to the disadvantage
and the extravagant cost of the people of
the State, How do we know that all this is
going to be altered?! Are steps being taken
to prevent a repetition? Have we any table
showing the cost of administration in re-
spect of works already accomplished! This
matter should have the closest investigation.
We cannot recover what we have lost, but it
ix our duty to see that the loss shall not re.
cur. Tf we take no steps now, it becomes
our own fault, On another point, perhaps
hon. members will not be so ready to agree
with me: T wonder how much time we have
wasted, and what we huve cost the State by
not adhering strictly to the subjects of de-
bhate in this Chamber.

AMr. O'Loghten: There is ne restriction in
this debate.

Start an instructional

5. [ASSEMBLY.]

Mir. MOXEY: T am not referring to the
present debate in particular, but to debates
of the past, which we cannot aiter. Improve-
ment is necessary for the present and for
the future. 1f we could look mwore into the
future, and treat the past simply as an index
of warning for the future, T think it would
result in a marked improvement. I mention
this hecause there have been introduced into
the debate on the Address-in-reply subjects
which have no bearing whatever on the de-
ficit, One hon. member spoke for an hour
and another for threc-quarters of an hour
without uttering one word with reference to
the (fovernor’s Speech or the deficit. T shall
always support any cffort to bring abont a
linritation of speeches,

Mr. Pickering: That is not ineluded in the
subjeets for discussion. )

Mr. O'Loghlen: The member for Swssex
does not approve of the limitation of speeches.

Mr. Pickering: No, by Jove, and you will.
realise it presently.

Mr. MONEY: With the iildca of keeping
the subjeet of the deficit well before the
House, T would have the amount posted above
your (‘h.ur, Sir, regularly every month.
Money is being sent ont of the State to Tas-
mania and Quecnsland. If we cannot stop
this money going out of the State any other
way, why not have a Taticrsall’s sweep on
the amount of the defieit for the ensuing
month and thus retain within the State a
lot of the money which is now sent away, I
think this would be a good idea, and make
the people interested in the question. The
defitit s undoubtedly the most important
question with which we have to deal. When
50 mueh money i being sent out of the State
for sweep purposes, we ought to make an
cffort to retain some of it. We try to deal
with questions sueh as the defieit not too
‘;ononqh,, beeause wndne worry might tend to
operate in the wreng direction, T was pledsed
to hear the offers of belp frem both sides
of the House, and if members only aet up
to their promises to assist to cope with the
deficit, that eml is possible of attainment
cven now, bad though the position is. T're-
guently we hold up America as an oxample
Although there may bhe many things in
America which we do not admire, we eannot
withhold  our  admiration for American
efficiency and despateh.  Applying o typical
Amerienn saying to the problems conﬁont
ing us and so urgently in nc'ed of attention,
T wontd say ‘Do it now.

Ar. MARSHALL (Murchizon) [317]: As
a new member T desire to thank the olda_:n'
camrvaigners who lave sxtended to me, i
cammon with other new members, their con-
;!r‘ltul.mum on my presence in this Chamber,
T join with other “members in emygratnlating
the memhber for Wast Perth (M1 Cowan) on
the unigne position she has attained of being
the first lady to be vetwensd to a eeaf in any
Parliament of the Commoenwealth, T helieve
wo shall reap some aldvaatage from the pre-
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senee of ladies in this Chamher. I say for
the Iadics that they conld never make as many
mistakes o3 my own 3eX has been guilty of in
matters nf lewiclation in the past.

M. Pickerine:
Mre. MARSHALL: T regret that I do not
agree with the hon member, but probably he
i1 not married,

Mr. Pickering:” Oh yes, T am,

Mr. TARSHAT:L: Tt has been very in-
terectint to me to note how many members
on the Government side have endcavoured to
impresa on the Tfouse that they enjoy freedom
ot action and opinion irrésnective of their
politieal party. .J do mot think it matters
much to anyone whether those members ave
haound or not, but we shall soon see where
they stand when veforms designed for the
henefit and nroaress of the State are bhrought
hefore the Hounse, Tt is quite unneeersary for
my member to say whether he is tied or frec.
8o wreh time has ‘been devoted bhv members
to the emdeavour to convinee us that they are
not hovnd that T have been foreed to the
eanclusion there i some ground for the
charge, amd 1 am satisfied that the pablic will
come to the conclusion that therve is an ul-
terior motive hehind their efforts to maintain
that they cnjoy absolute freedom of action.

I'The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

AMr Pickering: We did not make the as-
seitinn.

Ar, MARSHALL: Of course the hon. mem-
her would not do so. Whatever mistakes 1
may make in my endeavour to place my
views hefore the House and the country, T
hope will be overlooked by older members

whoe are  accustomed  to face -attacks
which must be embarrassing to a new
memher.  The views of some members
on  the Goverament -side of the House
regarding  the deficit are rather dis-
cournping, Tt has bheen saildl that if we

all p»Il with the Government and give the
beat that is in us to the country at this time,
we thall sneeced in wiping out the defieit.
Similar statements were made in this House
thre~ vears amo. T read the reports of many
speeches delivered in this House during the
Tast Parlinment, all in a similar strain. Now
T won'd like to ask members, “* Have we ac-
complished it?77 We have not. Our deficit
has rontinued uninterruptediy; it has in-
ereasd rapidly, and 1 agree with the mem-
her far Bunbury (Mr, Money) that this is ono
of th~ most imnortant problems we have to
face Some members here, who hold viewa dif-
ferent from mine, have come to realise where
the trouble originates, but they seem to have
some horror of tackling the problem. Refer-
once has been made to the amount of eapital
eaten un by that partieular section of the
eommynity who do not” apply themselves to
one¢ ~inute’s nsefulness in the interests of
socir’v in the course of 12 months. T refer
to the middleman, The producer and the eon-
sumer are not gotting a fair deal, and therein
lics "¢ trouble Tf we tackled that problem

That is a rash statement.
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and sought a remedy even hy nationalising
the means of production, distribntion and ex-
change, T believe the economy effectel would
not only wipe out the defieit, but leave a
large margin to credit. This would be a,far
better poliey than the ome we have been
adopting and as a result of which the State
has heen falling further and further behind.
Tt is the duty of every member to support the
Government in any aetion which is caleulaten
to he in the best interests of the State. I am
desirons of ioing this, but difficulty wonld
arise if the policy of the Government did not
coincide with my views, In that event 1
conld nnt promice my support. Two men may
hold different opinions; they desire to go in
opposite directions and each thinks he is
right. Tt is impossible for two sueh men to
pull togethér, Tf the Government Lring down
proposals which are not acceptable to thig
side of the Houge, they cannot expect my sun-
port. 1 doubt whether the Government will
bring down anvy proposal to prevent the ex-
ploitation of the ecommunity by the middle-
man wha i= rohbhing the consumer and the pro-
ducer alike. The middleman is of no use to
the community. He is an idler and a parasite,
and the sooner we legislate against him and
compel him to do his day’s work, as other
peovle have to do, the sooner we shall get
down te the hottom of our trouble. State-
ments have heen cirenlated throushout the
State that the financial troules of the Gov-
ernment are (ne to industrial disturbances. 1
want the Government to explain why it is
that, while thousands of bushels of our wheat
rot on the Fremantle wharf, bread is being
sold at such a price that it is hard for work-
ing people to secure bread to-day., Will the
Government explain why it i3 that, while cold
atorage and freezing works, not only in this
SBtate, hut throughout the Empire are cram-
med with meat, a majority of the workers
can hardly afford meat on acconnt of the
high price! The Government should tell the
people why millions of bales of wool are be-
ing held up and kept ont of use, pending the
manufacturing of a value for the wool, while
at the same time we eannot buy woollen goods
hecause they are so expensive. T want the
Government above all things, to tell us why
in this land of full and plenty there should be
hvnger and destitutton. I am an industrialist
from an industrial eentre, and T wish the Gov-
ernment to nnderstand that these matters are
agitating the minds of the workers. ITpon the
industrialists, the success of the State de-
pends. If there is no inducement for them
to wark, if the little pinpricks they are suffer-
ing are allowed to continue, the men will
cease work, and oanee this oeeurs, the trade
and commerce of the whole State which natur-
ally brings revenue to the Treasury, will he
dislocated. The Premier and other members
have endeavoured to explain to the
House the c¢ause of the deficit. While
the Leader of the Opposition was speaking
numerous interjections were made by mem-
bers on the cross benchea that the State’s
deficit was due to industrial disturbances.
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The Premier himself interjected that the
chief cause of the deficit was traceable to
industrial disturbanees, and he actually
quoted the amount of the loss, which wus o
big sum. T am satisfied with the Premier’s
explanation, but what I cannot understand
is that, when the Treasury received an
unvsually lsrge amount of revenue, it was
ascribed to prosperity. Does this umply that
industrial disturbances were respensihle for
the creation of a big deficit and were also
instrumental in bringing about prosperity?
There is an inconsistency somewiere, and
thig ¢an be put right no doubc by those
people who have the necessary facts aud
figures at their disposal. This is the only
conc¢lusion T ean arrive at; there is a link
missing, and it should be found. I wish to
protest against the declaration of the Gov-
ernment that they have done all they could
to foster the industries of the State, parti.
cularly. that appertaining to mining, Aa
an industrialist of 22 yearg cxperience I
can speak with some degree of authority
upon the question, and I trust the Govern-
ment will take into consideration the sug-
gestions I have to offer. Certain reforms
are essential in order to bring about an
expansion of the mining industry. TE it
had not been for the goldfields «f Weatern
Aastralia many people would have held less
comfortable positions than they hold to-day.
When I gee the decline that has taken place
in the produetion of gold, notwithstanding
the assertions of the Government I caa oaly
conclude that they have Xilled the goose
that laid the golden egg by choking it with
hot pollard. As a faet the Goverument
have not done anything in particular to
foster the industry, but have done very
much in the direction of taxing it out of
existence. We know that production from
our mines has decreased. There is a see-
tion of the Mines Regulation Act whieh
states that the owners of mines ghail keep
certain medical requisites on hand in ease
of fatal or minor acecidents. [ believe the
Government are sincere In their desire 10
preserve the lives of the niuers in West-
ern Australin. They have become g valu-
able asset to the State. Exporienced miners
and prospectors are becoming s2 srarce that
it may soon be necessary for the Covern-
ment to get a specimen of them to put in
the museum. This shortage of men is due
to the fact that the Government have not
given them the necessary consideyation in
the past, and have not seen meted out to
them that justice which their uardvous ocen-
pation warrants, T have been unfortunate
enough, as a first aid wan, to witneas four
fatal accidents in Western Anatralin. The
position that arises when a man is seriously
injured down one of the mines is really
deplorable. TIf any hon. member ware
to witnesy one of these aecidents T am sure
Ite would be greatly upset. ‘The (overn-
ment have not seen to it that proper pro-
vigion is made for an injured muu when
he comes to the surface, Tn all sach cases
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there should be some small clean chamber,
equipped with surgieal requisites, kept in
proper otder and condition, always rendy
for emergencies. Under pressat conditions
an ipjured man is brought vp from under-
ground. He iz rolled up in dirty fannpels
or a dirty pair of trousers from the ci'ange
room, and taken to the hospital for treat-
ment, It is true the regulations provide
that certain surgical requisites shall be
always on hand, but the nature or the
number of these requisites is not clearly
Inid down. The result is that the most that
is kept at the mines to-day for this purpuse
is a bottle of Three Star brandy and a little
wagte in the locker. T have seen the com-
rades of a stricken miner rushing hither
and thither in their anxiety to render aid
to him, and be able to find only Adirty
vessels and dirty waste with which to bathe
and clean the lacerated wounds on the body
or the skull. It is only by good fortune
that we have not buried some of theue men
through septic poisoning. Very little ex-
pense would be involved in the erection of
a small chamber. The surgieal requisites
should be kept clean and tidy so that a
man who is brought up badly injured may
receive prompt and efficient attention. This
question is of vital importance to the in-

dustry, and I hope the House will give early
consideration to it. The system of rising in
mines is one of the most dangerous that
could be adopted. It is possibly a little
cheaper to rise than to sink a winze, but
if the system were abolished it would not
mean much extra expense to the industry.
When it comes to a choice between the
Wooroloe Sanatorium or the Karrakatta
cemetery and the lives of our citizens, the
igvernment should not hesitate. They are in
duty bound to protect those lives. Most hon.
members will know that one can put in a
winze as conveniently as a rise, but that the
latter method is cheaper than the former, and
ig usvally adopted by the companies. During
the times when miners were plentiful the mine
owners used to say that it was cheaper to get
miners than it was to get timber. They
placed & smaller value upon the lives of their
employces at that time than they do now.
Timea have changed since then, and ecompanies
have become a little more humanitarian in
their views, The matter, however, ia agitat-
ing the minds of the miners to-day. Unless
it is attended to the industry will come un-
der the control of unserupnlous men who will
foist further burdens upon it. One exper-
ienced man is ag gooed as, if not better than,
three inexperienced men. There are one ar
two sections of the Mining Aet whieh have
become ohsolete, and therefore are out of
touch with the industry, One of these see.
tions deals with the power that ia vested in
the Minister for Mines. T am not making
any personal attack wpon the Minister, but
T say that the system is bad., In Victoria
the sole authority is not vested in the Min-
jster. 'There are mining leases in this State,
containing valuable ore channels, which are
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being held up under all forms of exemption,
some uander the concentration of labour
provigion, and some under other pro-
visions, according to the weoney which
hag been expended upon them,  There
are individuals who seem to be en-
dcavouring to hang up the industry by con-
tinnal applieations for exemption. There is
one man in particular who secms to have been
very successful in holding up a group of leases
tor eight years. His manager has admitted
that there is valuable ore upon them, but he
refuges to work them becanse it is desired
to sell the leages and obtain the lion’s share
of the capital and shares invelved in the sale.
After years of idleness in conneetion with
the leases this man ‘on the 20th March last
sccured a further six months’ exemption from
the Minister. We should eliminate the pos-
sibility of sueh action being taken in the
future by following the example set, I think,
under the Vietorian Aet. Under that Aet, if
the registrar or warden has not (dealt justly
with any application for exemption it goes to
the Minister, who has the right to refer it
back to the registrar or warden pointing out
where, in his opinion, proper consideration
had not been given to the application. Un-
fortunately, continual changes are taking
1lace amongst those holding the office of Min-
jster. 'This makes it possible for a Minister
who desires to be agreeable to certain indi-
viduals to be the means of leases being held
up and of depriving the State of revenue.
The man to whom I am alluding in connec-
tion with these leases is well known, and is
the most fluent impostor 1 have ever met,
No facilities are offered to prospectors to find
out the value of shows or mines which have
already been worked. Apparently there is a
record in the Mines Department showing the
value of ore that goes over the plates, but it
goes no further.- If a prospector wishes to
fiud out anything about a show in Kalgoorlic
he hag to hunt all round the country to get
the information. T adwit that it is possible
to ascertain the exact value of a mine, and
it wonld be available at the Department if
they wonld add to the value of the ore passel
over the plates the value of the sands and
slimes. When a company has eeased to work
A mine the management shonld be eompelled
to leave a record of the amount of work done
in the mine o that prospectors may be able
to ascertain. withowt great expense, the in-
formation they desire in comnection with it.

ifr. Royland: The Government are issning
a hook upon this very matter.

4 Mr. MARSHALL: A great deal has bemn
said about the demands of labour driving
capital out of the State. T do not think that
the «demands of Iabour are doing as much
harm as some of those individoeis who make
a living by boosting up eertain ore channels
and reporting them to contain values which
are not there. We have had examples of that
sort of thing in connection with Bullfinch,
and more recently at Hampton Plains. At
the latter place we were supposed to have 62
miles of ore channel carrying high values,
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and the result was that people started rushing
hither and thither to get inte those specula-
tions, and a good deal of momey also came
from the other Btutes, when sudilenly it was
founyl that there was nothing at Hampton
Plains. That kind of thing is not fair to
the people of the State, and neither is it fair
to the Government, because when a genuine
line of reef iz disecovered, and capital is re-
quired to exploit it, it will be quite impossi-
bie to get it. The Government should see that
flotations of this kind are mnot carried out,
at any rate not until such time as the State
Mining Engineer has presented his report
on what hag been found. On the publication
of sueh n report, if the publie are still keen
on investing, then it will be their own affair.
The Government should not permit partienlar
individuals, who have never done anything
clse but cxploit the public, to appear on the
seene on oceasions snch as these and earry
on the fotation of companies with the soloe
ohject of gain to themselvesNgd The Govern-
ment, of course, are not in favour of centrali-
sation, but T wish to show that thia i§ in-
duced by existing legislation and especially
taxation. T intend to refer only to that part
of the taxation which deals with the rank
and file. It is a remarkable thing that .no
allowanee is made for those people who go
ont for the purpese of developing the indus-
trics of the State. If an employee or a
worker in the metropolitan centre, in receipt
of £300 a year, ig compared with the worker
on the goldfields at the present time, earning a
similar wage, we soon find out which of the
two is the more seriouslv affected. One has
all the comforts that civilisation can offer.
He enjoys city life and its recreations, such
as the occan beach and the river in the sum-
mer, and he has also the best of food—elean,
fresh and wholesome. The workers on the
geldfields do not enjoy such privileges,

Hon. W, ', Angwin: Where?

Mr. MARSHALL: On the Murchison,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There iy plenty of
fresh heet up there and it is cheaper, too.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is dearer, and we
do not get our vepctables on the Murchison
urtil five days after they have left Perth.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Why do you not grow
them vp there?

Mr. MARSHALL: We woult readily grow
them if the Government would condescend to
give us water chean enough to enzble us to
do so. So far as these people are concerned
—T am speaking more particularly of those
who zo ont into the back country-—they
should have a great deal more eonsideration
thun is extemled to them. At the present
time they receive none at all, The Govern-
ment declare that they are against eentralisa-
tion and at the same time if & worker starts
ty go out into ‘the back blocks tn develop the
industries of the State, he is vorsecuted by
the Government from the tnoent he goes
throvgh the turnstile at the railway station.
T wonld like the Government to take into
consideration the difference in the ltives led
by the people who work in the far out gold-



298

fields and those who are more eomfortably
situated in the metropolis. It is no use my
dealing with taxation as it applies to the
prospeetor. Hon. members are aware of the
inequity of this tax and while the Staty tax
is nat as bad as the Federal tax, it is eer-
tainly bad cnough. I am glad to see that
the QGovernment intend to introduce a Bill
for the purpese of treating the prosnector
fairly in this rvegard. On the suobject of
prospecting 1 heard it said by an hon, mem-
ber last night that, in his opinien, no more
Golden Miles would be found in Western
Australia, and that so far as he knew only
one had been allotted, to each State. The
Lord must be & cussed individual if he has
done ag the hon. member says, We have a
vast undeveloped interior, but it i known in
many places to be highly auriferous, and I
and many others still have great hopes that
not one but many golden miles will be dis-
covered in Western Australia. Unfortunately,
the system adopted by the Government in
regard to fhe encouragement of prospecting
is absolutely useless. What ean a man (o
with £1 a week and equipment, for that is
the extent of the help which the Goyvernment
give. "It is impossible to get single men to
go out prespecting. Moreover, the single
young men know nothing about prospecting,
Prospectors “are middle-aged men and men of
advanced years, whe have had vast experi-
anee, anl these are the men on whom we must
depend. They have te go out into the wilder-
nesa and if they reecive only £1 a week, what
are they to o for their wives who are left
behing ! The Government must act more
liberally if it is desired that prospecting
shall be carried out in a systematic way., A
sum of at least £3 a week should be given
to a bona fide prospector. TUntil that is done
we need not expect any result, That brings
me back to the assertion I made in regard to
the Uovernment and the policy of protecting
industries and working for their expansion.
T desire to reveal the amount of consilera-
tion pgiven by the Government to two of the
finest copper belts in the State at Ilgarri and
Cammerina.  The prospectors developed those
lcases in the pioneering stages amd while the
price of eopper was high, and in erder to get
the hest value they conld for their Inbour,
they took the trauhle to elassify the ore to
send to Fremantle. It was ore which earried
a big pereentage of metallie copper, This
procedure cost a considerahle amount and I
an: sorry to say that when it came to railing
the ore from Meekatharra ton Fremantle, it
wag singled out by the Railway Department
for preferemtial treatment, and frexght was
charped according to the high value. This
was backloading so far uas the Railway De-
partment were concerned, and the only ex-
pense was that connected with the consump-
tion of coal and water. The trucks would
have had to be taken back to Fremantle in
any case. T would like to know why the de-
partment went out of their way to inflict a
penalty on these pioneers to the extent of
62s. 7d. when the seale provides that copper
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ore of 2 value of £3¢ per ton shall be carried
ar 26s. 6d, This is not the way to foster an
industry. It was mentioned by the Premier
the other evening that it was his intentivn
to assist the miners who had been unfortunate
enongh to contract the malady which is pecu-
liar to the industry by providing land for
them in the south-western part of the State.
[ o not know why the Premier has such a
love far the Sonth-West. I suppose he coulid
tell us if he would. But I would remind him
that the unfortunate men who have con-
tracted winer’s complaint are not in a fit
condition to de what the Premier suyggests
they shouid. There are able-bodicd men who
shoull he chozen for this partirular work,
The Premier eould select immivrants to de-
velop the SRouth-West, In my opinion it
would he a wiser poliey for the Government
to resume leases adjacent to some of
the goldfields railways, eut them uyp into fair-
sizedd Blocks and put the afticted men on
those. In this wny the railway revenue wonld
benefit and the geeupant of the lease wonld,
whenever he felt se inelined, go ont prospeet-
g, Who knows but that in this way some
new and important digeoveries might be
made ! * Hon. members have taken some credit
for the establishient of the Wooroloo Bana-
torium. [ admit that there is every reason
to he proud of the manner in which that in-
stitution is conducted, but T hold that very
few cases from the goldficlds need he sent
there, The Government should see that a
medieal  examination is  made of those
engaged  in mining  operations  every  six
mouths, antl when the first svmptoms of

the complaint show themsclves, the men
shovld then be removed to a different
sphere.  Tn that way the discase would

be arrested and there woull be no necessity
for providing accommodation at Waoroloo.
I am quite in aceord with all that was said
by the member for Gascoyne (Mr., Angelo)
regarding the development of the North-West,
and also regarding the development of the
pastaral industry, which is practically para-
Iysed. It is time the Government took up
the question of North-Western development
with every degree of seriousness. That pro-
cedure would prove cheaper than the system
they have adopted. The pastoral leases of
the North are held not by imdividuals or by
companies, but by vombines and trusts, Tt
is a gross iniquity and a erying shame that
any section should he allowed to hold up the
natural heritage of the children of Australia.
Those pastoral leaseholds are the property of
the State, and only veed to he resumed. The
holders of those areas took them up knowing
that the Government could resume and would
resume; and I say the Government should
resume, and then give preference to Austra-
lions, while also preparing lands in the North
for mmmigrants, I am very mueh in favenr
of the taxation of unimproved land values.
That subject has, T understand, heen dis-
cussed here previovsly, Outside it has been
discussed by praetically every organised body
that is intcrested in the progress of Western
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Aunstralia. What I have said about pastoral
leascholds I apply also to other leaseholds.
I look upon the whole of the lands of this
country as the natural heritage of the child-
ren of Australia; and I refuse to be a party
to permitting any exploiter to use the land
Ao the detriment of its rightful owners. The
land exploiter, the land monopolist, is the
greatest criminal at present to be found in
this State. T would support any measure de-
signed to foree sueh monopolists to let the
land pass to the people, who will apply labour
to it, and thus produce wealth for the benefit
of the community as a whole. Tt is not ex-
actly a pleasant ordeal to be making one’s
first effort in this Chamber. By the time I
have been here as Jong as various other mem-
bers, I may be as great » nuisanee to a new
member as those hon. members are to me,
Still, they have treated me fairly well. No
matter what my views are, or what the views
of other members may be, other members
hate a right to voice their opinions, and 1
have a right to voice mine. Finally, let me
say thal as an Australian T want to leave this
eountry a better and a happier ome than I
found it upen entering it.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [6.4]: During
the whole of the period that it has been my
privilege to represent the Sussex -electorate
in this Chamber, I have never heard such
a delnge of congratulations as have been
uttered this session.

AMr. O'Loghlen: Ave you going to perpetu-
ate them?

M. PICKERING: T am not. ‘When T
look around the Chamber and miss the faces
of old companions—leal men and frne—I
deeply regret their absence. T know very
well that the new members will, after the
next general cleetion, be very pleased to see
themselves back in their places here, just as
T feel pleased to-day. But we are too ready
to weleome the new and to forget the old.
Several of the members whom we have lost
from this Assembly are worthy citizens, and
have served the State faithfvlly and well for
many years. We hear no expressions of sym-
pathy with them, huot only cengratulations to
the new members. Tt wounld be absurd for me
to fall on the neck of the member for West
Perth (Mrs: Cowan).

Mrs. Cowan: Hear, hear!

Mr, PICRKERING: The member for West
Perth knows just as well as T know that to
my lot fell the distinetion of being the one
member of the Western Australinn Legisla-
ture who had the cowrage to” vete against
the admission of women to this Parliament.

Mrs. Cowan: That was beeanse you eould
not help it. .

Mr, PICKERTNG: Tt was not a matter of
compulsion with me; T exercised my choiee
when T took my seat on the ‘*No’' side of
the Chamber on the necasion in question. My
vote was cast from choice and from conviction.
In the former member for West Perth, the
then Attorney General, we lost a very able
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representative, In my opinion, the Govern-

ment, n losing their Attorney General, have .
suffered considerable and serious damage;

and, as a result, this House is going to find

itself in a serious dilemma.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The Goverument do not
think 80, or they would have appointed a
lawyer to follow the late Attorney General.
The member for Bunbury could fill the posi-
tiom. :

Ay, PICKERING: Various questions arose
in this Chamher upon which the Assembly
had to rely entirely upon the interpretations
of the Attorney General. 1 regret to say
that in more than one instance the former
Attorney General’s interpretations proved not
to be correet. Then, how much more diffi-
cult will our position be without the adviece
and agsistance of an Attorney General! How-
ever, I hope I am a good spert, and although
the attitnde [ adopted towards the recent
change in the Constitution met with defeat,
[ must stand up te it. Aeccordingly, I must

- join other members in welcoming the lady te

this Heuse.

Mrs. Cowan: That is very nice of you.

Mr, PICKERING: I say it becanse of the
foree of ecircumstances. Personally, I have
a great admiration for the member for West
Perth,

Mrs. Cowan: Oh!

Mr, PICKERING: I recognise that the lady
has exercised her talents to the advantage of
Western Australia in thosze spheres which
peculiarly belong to wothen. The only differ-
ence in the present situation is that I do not
consider the sphere in which the lady now
finds herself is one that belongs to her sex,
[ mever was a believer in petticoat govern-
ment. [ way perhaps be permitted to reply
to the adverse eriticism which has fallen
from various wmembers on the Opposition side
of the Chamber regarding the Country Party.
With the member for Murchison (Mr, Mar-
shall}, T must say that the matter is not one.
which is vital to the legislation of this Par-
linment.  Still, when certain Imputations are
cast vpon the narvty with whiech T am assoc-
iated, 1 think it necessary that they should be
refuted. T elaim to know the Country Party
from its initial stage. A= a matter of faet,
with the late Mz, M. H. Jacoby, I ean claim
to be a father of the Covntry Party. T fought
for **polities for farmers’! from the moment
that the Farmers and Settlers’ Association
started in this State. From the very incep-
tion of that body I was interested in its plat-
form and its constitution. Seeing that T
have heen so jutimately associated with the
Country Party, it is only natural that I should
know the comstitution and the platform and
the conditions governing our work, The plat-
form was framed in consultation with repre-
sentatives of the indvstry for whieh we par-
tienlurly stand, and with regarl to which we
have all along been practieally united. Ae-
cordlingly, there is no reason whatever why
any menther of the Comntry Party should en-
tertain any objection to signing the platform
and observing its tenets, We of the Country
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Party were right in entering the arena of

politics, This is demonstrated by the vasily
" increased representation of the Country Party
in this Assembly, Next, I wish to draw the
attention of hon. members to the influence
which the Country Party have had upon thig
House.

Mr, Mungie: We know it pretty well.

Mr. PICKERING: From your lips, Mr.
Speaker, and from the lips of the various
Premiers we have had in this House since I
have been o member of it, and also from the
lips of the Leader of the Opposition we have
had candid admissions that never in the his-
tory of this Chamber has the conduct of' bus-
iness here been s=o satisfactory and so amie-
able as of late years. I say that that satis-
factory position is entirely due to the advent
of the Country Party to thiz Assembly.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It was always so.

My, PICKERING. Why, then, should those
remarks have been made?

Hon, P. Collier: I have said those things

ever since I have been in Parliament.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Those remarks are hardy
annvals.

Mr. PICKERING : I shall not at this stage
deal further with the imputations which have
been cast upon the Country Party by certain
hon. members opposite. The most important
subject confronting us to-day is the guestion
of the State's finances. All hon. members
recognise that. When we realise that the in-
debiedness of Western Australia amounts to
£46,822 000, apart from a deficit of five mil-
lions, we feel almoat appalled. When we add
to that indebtedness the Commonwealth’s in-
debtedness, which is in the neighbourhood of
£800,600,000, svrely we have some reason to
pause and te think, Althongh we are here
as State legislators, we are nevertheless con-
fronted with the financial problems that con-
front the Commonwealth, becanse any in-
creased taxation which follows in the train
of Commonwealth indebtedness must find its
‘reflex in this State. We are all shareholders
in the Commonwealth. Therefore the posi-
tion eonfronting us is much more serious than
it has been represented by members who have
spoken before me in this debate. The posi-
tion of the State finances has frequently been
enunciated by hom. members; but it i3 only
by taking into aceount the appalling indebt-
edness of the Commonwealth that one ecan
realise how very serious indeed is our position
as a State, The Premier in his communica-
tions to this Assembly has held out anything
but encouragement to members. T quite an-
ticipate, in view of the Premier’s statements,
that the deficit which will be reported for the
current month will prove to be this State’s
record deficit for ene month. T think we can
count upon that.

Mr., Munsic: Surely thia month's deficit is
net going to be bigger than last month’s?

Mr. PIH'KERING: Yes. T expeet the deficit
will he greater this month than it was last
month.

Hon. T. Walker: Have you any information
to justify vour making such & statement?
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Mr, PICKERING: We bhave had no solu-
tion of the financial problem offered by any
member up to the present moment, in my
opinion. Now I will give the solution.

Mr, Munsgie: We will get it now.

Mr. PICKERING: The solution—swhich
nobody has, so far, been game to come up to
—is drastic retrenchment, and increased taxa-
tion, both indirect and direct, and reduced
public works, further expenditure in this dir-
cetion being absolutely restricted to under-
takings of a remunerative character.

The Minister for Mines: We shall have to
close down.

Mr. PICKERING: Absolutely. That is the
only sclution of our finaneial difficulty—prae-
tically a go-slow policy. So long as we ex-
pend money, our indebtedness is going to in-
crease.

Hon.
Lww, !

Mr., PICKERING: Every suggestion
emanating from any member of this Cham-
ber for the construction of a public work
in his electorate—the member for Canning
{(Mr. Clydesdale) with his tramways, for
instance; or the member for Leederville
(Capt. Carter) with his proposed improve-
ments to the tramway system

Hon. P. Collier: Or the Margaret River
railway.

Mr. PICKERING: Yes; or the member
for Bunbury (Mr. Money) with his exten-
sive harbour scheme

The Mipister for Mines: Or the extension
of the Busselton jetty for another mile.

Mr. PICEERING: Yes, certainly.

Hon. P. Collier: You will have that-jetty
linked up with the Bunbury wharf before
long.

T. Walker: Why, you are an

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. PICKERING: Regarding the sugges-
tions which I have been making, in respect
of the financial position, I am prepared to
admit that if the suggestions I have placed
before the Chamber were carried out in
their entirety, it would mean the closing
down of the business of Western Australia.
It is not reasonable to suppose that such a
thing would happen. Tt is obvious, how-
ever, judging by the views which have been
expressed by members on both sides of the
House, that the geveral feeling is in favour
of drastie retrenchment in our Civil Service.
During the last Parliament, when we were
discussing a Bill to provide for a board in
connection with the Civil Bervice, I em-
phasised the necessity for a reduction in
that service, and announced ?hat. in my
opinion, the percentage by whieh the Ser-
vice should be reduced was in the neigh-
bourhood of 33} The Premier on that
oceasion virtually gave an assurance that
retrenchment would be cffected. Tn  the
Governor’s Speech T think some reference
s made to the retrenchwment that lias taken
place during the past few years, and I
think the total number given was 206. It
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that number of civil servants have been
retrenched, the aetion taken so far is in no
way commensurate with the seriousness of
the position. The member for Yilgarn (Mr,
Corboy) gave an instance the other even-
ing as to the way in which civil servants
in a certain Minister’s department filled in
their time. If the statement by that hon.
member js true—and I do not see why we
should doubt ite accuracy—it must be obvi-
ous that there is room for considerable re-
trenchment. T recognise that no proper
scheme of retrenchment in the Civil Service
can be brought about uatil we have a re-
adjustment of the public offices. Although
the position of the State finances is so
parlous teo-day, it would be good economy
if immediate steps could be taken to secure
the proper housing of our publie depart-
ments. The cornsiderable time that is wasted
in travelling between different departments,
spread as they are over the whole of Perth,
and the ecramped and awkward conditions
in which officers are working, must be obviouns
to those who have anything to do with
departmental matters. Let anyone go to
the Lands Department to sscure informa-
tion, or to. pay rents. The experience of
such a person is merely the wandering from
one rabbit warren to another before he is
able to get any attention. This question
has been brought under the notice of Par-
liament so many times that perhaps mem-
bers of Parliament really believe in the
arguments they have brought forward from
time to time. Despite that fact, no attempt,
or at least no considerable attempt, has
been made to improve the position. It is to
be hoped that when the new Commonwealth
Post Office is completed and the State Gov-
ernment get possession of the present
post office buildings, something will be done
in the matter. I would suggest that the
entire block including the Perth Town Hall
buildings, as well as the present Post Office,
should be secured and the whole practically
re-built on lines of up-to-date public officea.
If we centralise our public offices in that
position, it will mean a great saving in the
cost of administration as well as great con-
venience for tbe general public. 1 have
indicated the necessity for drastic retrench-
ment in our Civil Serviee and I think the
Government should give evideunce of their
earnestness in that direc¢tion, because Min-
isters know -that they have behind them
almost every member in this Chamber.

Mr, McCallum: Not if the retrenchment
is confined to wages men.

Mr. PICKERING: T do not know if the
member for South Fremantle excludes
wages men from the term ‘¢Civil Service.’’
I was referring to all Goveroment em-
ployees.

Hon. P. Collier: Your proposal is to re-
duce the Civil Bervice by 33§ per cent.

Mr. PICKERING: Yes, and I am pre-
pared to say that the heads of departments
should be the first to be dealt with.

3m

Hon. P. Cellier: You mean the Ministerial
heads.

Mr. PICEERING: Some of these officers
who are in charge of departments have been
there for years, and have not yet given evi-
dence of their capacity to deal with the mat-
ters coming before them for attention. If
hon, members require any definite information
to prove that point, I would refer them to the
correspoudence dealing with public depart-
ments, Before I became 3 member of Par-
liament and when I was deciding to settle
on the land, it was a matter of the utmost
difficnlty to obtain a reply from the Lands
Department to communications which I sent
them. So much was this so that I was com-
pelled to bring the matter under the notice
of the then Premier, Sir Walter James. I
have had a good dea)l to do with the Civil
Service since thosc days, and I have noticed
very little improvement.

The Premier: I do not think you should
criticise the Civil Service in that way. You
were a civil gervant yourself once.

Mr, PICKERING: That is go, but the time
I spent in the Civil Service waa only long
cnough to cnable me to look about for some
thing better to de. T was only in the service
for three mouths on two separate occasions.
T confess that the remuneration was too small
for my luxurious habits. I do not lesire
members to think I am advocating low pay
for the Civil Service. I do mot want to see
that by any means, but rather that the Ser-
vice should be adequately paid. At the same
time, I want to see efficient serviee in return
for adequate pay. I am convinced that we
are fo have increased taxation imposed upon
the community; I cannot see how we can
escape it.

Mr. Corbay: We shall put it on the pro-
duneers’ super first.

Mr. PICEERING: Let membera cast their
minds back to the time when I spoke on the
question of the tariff. I pat forward what I
considered were very good arguments against
protection. .

Hon. P. Collier: We were all impressed.

Mr. PICKERING: My speech was not very
long, but it was a very able ome. It was so
able that no mcmber had the temerity to
criticise it.

Hon. P. Collier: You silenced us all.

Mr. PICKERING: They were not cqual
to diagnosing my arguments.

Hon. P. Collier: You knocked me out.

Mr. Lambert: You are not a bit conceited.

Mr. PICKERING: The member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Lambert) was not behind the
door when econceit was ladled out.

Mr. Lambert: But i is not the only thing
T possess.

Mr. PICKERING: Referring to the tariff,
however, it must be borne in mind that the
increases which have reecently been passed by
the Federal Parliament, mcan a total collee-
tion from the Australian community of an-
other 11 million ponnds per annum.
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Hon, P.-Collier: That is why the inerenses
were passed; it was to secure more revenie.

Mr. PICKERING: There was no voice in
this Chamber te support me when I pro-
tested against the iniquity of the TFederal
Government’s proposals.

Mr., O’Loghlen: TYour colleagues in the
Pederal Parlisanent have a voice in the matter
and they could--have rejected them,

Mr. Corboy: Why did not the members of
the Country Party in the Federal House, who
have the balance of power there, use their
influcnee against these proposals?

Mr, PTCKERING: All I can say is that
if T had been in the Federal House T would
have used my power to the best of my ability.

Mr. Corboy: T do not doubt that.

Mr. PICKERING: T do not lack the cous-
age to voire my own opinions.

Mr. Lambert: “Your opinions should mever
be carried beyond Busselton.

Mr., PICKERING:! The hon.
much too narrow in his outlogk. Members
should have -regard to the serious effect the
inerease in the Federal tariff will have on the
State's policy of immigration and land settle-
ment, It must be obvious that the inerease
will be passed on to the setflers in connection
with essentials for their trade. Other see-
tions’ of the community receive consideration
under that head, for tools of trade are ad-
mitted free, but the farming eommunity have
to pay to the full for cverything they use.
I do not desire to burdem members with a
dissertation on the subject of the prohibitive
tariff in conmection with Australian affairs.
The stage..is rapidly being approached, how-
ever, when it will be impossible for the coun-
try to standup under the load of direct and
indirect taxation. The fiseal poliey of Aus-
tralia to-day is not profeetionist hut prohibi-
tive, and the consequent result is that in a
very short . time .we will reach that stage

- where importations will cesse. This conntry
cannot gq.ahead without.revenue, and if we
cannot seaure, reveuue through the Customs,
we must find other means to secure that rev-
enue. The aply other means available is in
the dxrortmn of direct taxation. We shall
then he in. the ariemalous pesition that through
a prohibitive tiriff we shall be foreed to pay
direct taxafion:

Member: And we will have to pay double
freights back again.

Mr, PIC KERING: That is %0. 8o far as
Western Australia is concerned we will get
very few hencfits, if any, from the tariff.
The indvstries which have been established in
Wostern  Australin are few amd small. We
are buililing them up us best we ean, but
owing to the Commeounwealth Constitution, we
are not in a position to give that assistanee
which we woull like to afford them. The
econsequence i8  that  the  industrics which
are well established in the Eastern States will
overwhelm those which we are endeavouring
to establish in Wesatorn Australin. The whole
trend of advantage livs aoainst thiv unfor-
tunate State of Western Australia and in

member fa-
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favour- of Vietoria and New South Wales.
In these cireumstances it must be obvious
that inereased taxation will have to be facel
in "Western Australin.  We already lhave n
Bill indicated in the Governor’s Speech which
will amend the Taxation Act. T suppose that
means an inerease in taxation.

Hon. P. Collicr: There is a Bill to deal
with stamp duties as woll,

Mr, PICKERING: Furthermore both the
State and the Commonwealth have large loans
which will mature between now and 1927,
These loans will have te he met by fresh
loans.

My, ['nderwood:
help us there.

Hon. P, Collier: We will redeem a four
per cent. lean with G, per cent. money.

My, Underwood: About 10 million pounds’
worth of our loans have heen bought hack
through the sinking fund,

Mr. PICKERING : Members lose sight of the
faet that our finauces are largely affected by
the Federal pesition, though at the same time
the Federal Government have not this wonder-
ful fund which we have to relieve the position.
Those loans will have to be met at a greatly
inereased cost, That is the position we have
to face. 1 said that we should reduce our
public works policy to the bare bones of
necessity. If we are poing on with an ex-
tended  publie works policy at the present
cost of borrowed money, it is cvident that we
shall over-capitalise every work  we under-
toke, just as the farmer who is improving
his preperty ‘at present is over-capitalising by
reason of the abnormal cost of the material
used. There are certain works te which this
Parliament is committed, Are we, 2z mem-
bers - representing  different electorates to
which those works are prowised, going to
jiess the Government to give immediate effect
ts those promises? TFor instance, will the
member for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker) press
for the immediate construction of the Esper-
ance ratlway?

Hon. T. Walker: Certainly.
profitable nndertaking.

Hon., P. Collier: Like the Marzaret River
railway and the subsidised woollen mill,

Mr, PICKERING: T suppose the member
fer Goraldton (Ar. Willeovk) will insist upon

The sinking fund will

It will be a

the immediate earrying out of the Ger-
aldton harbour works. Then we bhave the
member  for Bunhory (Mr. Money), who

wants to se¢ a little work done at the Bun-
bary harbeur.  So maodest was he to-night
that he refrained from stressing the urgent
necessity for giving effeet to the hroad policy
o improving that pert. What i4 the attitude
ot those several members? Will the memher
for Bunbury demand, with a pistol at the
head of the Minister for Works, the imme-
diate fulfilment of all past promises! T ven-
ture to sav that hon. member will he the most
persistent of all. Yet there ix no more carnest
advoeate than he of a policy of economy.
There is, or was, on the Estimates a convider-
alle amount for the improvement of Bussel-
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ton. This [ consider a imest important work,
and I ean assure hon, members that if they
are going to be persistent in fheir demands
for the fnlfilment of past promises, T also
will do miy utmost te see that the allotted
money i exnended in my electorate.

Mr. Angelo: Twe wrongs do not make a
right.

‘Mr. PICKERING: No, and 1 am not go-
ing to posc as an angel. If members are
prepared to make sacrifices, I am prepared
tn do the same. I am here representing my
clectorate. :

Mr. Lambert:
encgugh of vou.

Mr. PICKERING: Aeccarding to the eclec-
tion returns,-the hon. member’s electors have
very nearly had enongh of him. Ministers
heve repeatedly said that they caunot be
eeonontival in administration unless they have
the assistance of memiers. What does that
mean anless it means that members should
relax their demands! There are many publie
works under consideration,

Hon, P, Collier: There is the metropolitan
water supply.

My, PICKERING: And the South Perth
tremway, quite unwarranted, and the member
for Claremont (Mr, .J, Thomson} wants an
extension of the trams to Fremantle. The
" wiost modest member of the House in respect
of demands is the member for Coolgardie
{Mr. Lambert), and his modesty is due to
the fact that his town is in such a condition
that it needs no improvement. The approxi-
mate mterest hill on Commonwealth loans
amounts to 52 millions per annmm, In
view of the seriousness of our position, hon.
members should give their hest assistance to
the Government in the endeavour to tide over
this period of stress in which we find our-
sehves,  Whilst it may he necessary fo con-
stroet cortain long-promised works, we must
besitate before nndertaking any further com-
mitments. The Premier has piven the Sounth-
West conciderable prominenec in this debate,
and that prominence has kren cudorstl hy
members on both sides. The member for
Nelgson {(Mr. J. H. Smith} made an eloquent
aration, advocating the interests of the South-
West, T['am glad to know T have the support
of that hon. member. The development of
the South-West, as the Premier pointed out,
is not going to he a cheap underiaking.
T can enderse everything the Jlinister
said, beegusr [ have had a good deal to do
with its development. Years ago, when first
T was developing my own property, the Pre-
mier, then Alinister for Agrienlture in the
Moore Administration, came to Busselton and
told us how easy it was to clear, that we
could elear onr land for £4 per acre. Tn
apite of all the advances since made in the
gystem of elearing, I think the Premier would
not be prenared to repeat that assertion to-
day. T told him then that he did not know
what he was talking about. The Premier
has egtimated that each settler will re-
quire assistance to the extent of about
£800, a very modest estimate. If we

I thought they had had
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are to satisfactorily settle the South-West,
it can only be done per meilium of partially
improved farms. The settlement of the Sourh
West must be done on systematiec business
lines, and not by bringiug out immigrants de-
void of knowledge of local c¢onditions. The
only satisfactory way of dealing with the
problem is to be found in the system of group
settlements in small areas. The Premicr sog-
gested that drainage and other werk could bo
carried out and made a charge against the
settlement. I am with him. But it he wants
to render the settlers happy anil conlented, he
will require to give them the faciiities neces-
rary to contentment and happiness.  Years
ago it was the praetice of the Public Works
Department to afford assistance in tho pro-
vision of agricultural halls on the.pountl for
pound bagis. ‘That has had to bo ent out. If
we establish these group settlements, we
must afford them. proper faeilities, such as
sehools, halls, and postal and telc)hone con-
veniences. 1f we plan onr settiements on the
group system we can more cheaply provide
those facilities than wounld be possible over
seattered areas.

Hen. T. Walker: But, of course, you will
forego all that on the score of eronomy.

Mr. PICKERING: Even if we were to
scttle that portion of the State representedl
by the hon, member, it would e Accessary to
provide the same public facilities down there,

Hon, T. Walker: But you want me to fore-
go the railway. ’

My, PICKERIXG: 1 am dealing now, not
with the Fiperanee rvailway, but with the
poliecy of settlement. Tt cannot heé satisfae-
torily earried ouwt unless——-

HHon, T. Walker: You spend money,

Mre. PICKERING: Bome money, of course,
mrst be expended.

My, Johnston: Some laealities, T.under-
stand, have sceured agricoltural balls on ex-
¢-elingly favourable terms. =

e, PICKERING: T do not know of any.

Ar, Johnston: What abount the Margaret
River hall? .

My, PICKERING: Tke Marparet River
hall was not provided on the basis suegested
by the member for Williats-Narrogin (Mr.,
Johnston)., However, T thank that hon. mem-
ber for drawing atteation to this matter, be-
cause T desire to make a brief explanation.
The Tditor of the ‘‘Sunday Times,’’ with his
nuanal generosity, and in a desire to nceord an
unassailable reputation to members of Par-
liament, gave publicity in his newspaper to 2
statement regarding the Margaret River hall.
He published a wilfully misleading artiele by
some anonymous correspondent. T wrote to
the editor, telling him what T thought of him,
and stating that if he or his awnthorised re-
presentative woull come to my office, T would
plzee my files at his disposal, 'and furnish
every information in connection with the
hall, T eoncluded by saying that, having re-
gard to his usual want of eourtesy, T did not
expeet to get any reply, Nor did TI.

Hon. P. Collier: Take out your ‘‘ad.’’
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Mr. PICKERING: The position in regard
to the hall was this: I was approached by
some of my constituents, who asked me to see
if T could obtain from the Minister for Works,
free of cost, the old school building amd
quarters at Karridale. The Minister for
Works had already promised to sell the build-
ings to my constituents for £50 per buitding,
T suggested to the Minister that, in view of
the assistance which past Covernments had
given in the provision of halls, he should fore-
go the £50. He agreed. Those beillings were
in danger of fire at Karridale, for there was
nobody there to protcet tham. When T came
to measure those buildings, 1 found they were
not large enough for the purpose intended,
the timber not being long or strong enough
for the building desirod, and so I advised my
eonstitnents that they would require to expend
some money in acquiring additional suitable
material. At the same time T pointed out
that in my opinion, in view of the settlement
taking place, it would be a pity to toueh the
buildings at all. That was the whole position,
In any scheme of immigrant settlement in the
South-West it would be almost necessary that
some assistance on the lines of the Tndustries
Assistance Board should be provided.

Hon, T, Walker: More cconomy!

Mr. PICKERING: T am pointing this ont
to members so that they inay know where
they are when

Hon. T. Walker: They have to mect those
big Toan bills.

Me. PICKERING: T am pointing out what
in my opinion it means, The South-West has
kad no advantage under the present [ndus-
tries Assistance Board, and when T have made
application to the Minister for assistance in
this dircetion, I' have been flatly refnscd,
not becanse it was not proper to assist the
South-West under the Tndustries Assistance
Board, but because it was not the policy of
the Government. Tf the (Government intemd
to undertake a system of settlement such as
s sugpgented, it will very likely be necessary
that assistance on the lines of the Industries
Assistance Board will have to be extended in
this direstion,

Mr, Corboy: Send Monger np and the Gov-
ernment will do it.

Mr. PICKERING: We ail realise the ncees-
sity for inereasing owr population, and the
only way in whieh this can he done to any
considerable extent is by a sound poliey of
immigration. T am not at all satisfied with
the policy that hns heen carried ont by the
Agent General. Tt has come to my knowledge
that rcertain tenant farmers approached the
Agent General a little time ago—T think
there were about 2 of them, who had a total
eapital of about £20,000—and sought infor-
mation as to what country they could pur-
chase in the South-West. Through the dila-
toriness of that department, or through lack
of knowledge which the department pos-
scssed, they bad to be turned down, and they
went to the Argentine and settied there. Tf
there is any truth in this statement, it is a
very serigus reflection on the Government,
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The sort of people we want in this State is
the temant farmer. I[f we can get some ten-
ant farmers with capital of £800, £1,600, or
£2,000, we shall be taking on & very profit
able sort of settler. I have been informed
that instead of the staff of the Agent Gen-
eral going to the districts where tenaut
farmers are engaged in their occupations,
they spend their time in such towns as Man-
chester, there trying to get immigrants for
the farming settlements of this State.

Capt. Carter: Do yon kmow how many
West Australians are on the Agent General’s
ataff?

Mr, PICKERING: T carnnot tell the hon.
member.  When the Government made the
appointment of the officer in charge of immi-
gration, T Jodged an emphatic protest. That
appointee, members will remember, was
Mr. Roshion, seerctary of the Railway De-
partment.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
salary, too.

My, PICKERING: T said at the time, and
T still contend, that the apppintment of an
officer to contrel immigration should be that
of a West Australian with farming experi-
ence. Mr. Rushton was the appointee.

Mr. Tcesdale: Taylor had had farming cx-
perienee.

Mr. PICKERING: If it was necessary,
after the appointment of Mr. Rushton, to
appoint another man, then the Government
were duplicating the work. T still maintain
that what is necessary in this department is
a West Australinn—and I would say a
West Australian born—a practical farmer,
to personally examine and interview every
applicant for settlement in this State.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Stick to the gropers!

Mr. PICKERING: By the time I have
finished my remarks, 1 think the hon. member
will realise that T am a much truer West
Australian thon a good many in this State.
T hope that the Government will insist upon a
proper examination being made of all immi-
grants to see that they are physically fit for
the work they are going to undertake. We
o not want brought to this State people in
indifferent health. We do not want paupers
brought to this State if we ran possibly help
it. We want people who are likely to make
good from the jump as nearly as pessible. I
do not want to see brought here people who
are likely to compete in the town industries.
T am strongly opposed to anything of the
kind. T wish to see our own people filling
town billets if there are any town billets
going. T do not believe it is possible to get
n hetter type of settler than the tenant
farmers from the British Tsles, I hope the
utmost attention will he given to this aues-
tion, instead of wasting time in exploiting
the towns and cities of England. Frequently
from my place in this House T have voiced
v helief in a policy of child immigration,
and T am glad to be able to announce, for
the information of members who do not know
it, that recently there have arrived a numher

He is starved on his
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of child immigrants under the Fairbridge
Farm School scheme. I have been informed
that they were a splendid class of boys whe
will make good West Australiens. I be-
lieve in this elass of immigration because the
clhildren have an advantage over adults in that
they grow up in the emvironment in which
they are expected to live and they imbibe
Western Australian ideals and thoughts, T
wish to deal with the question of the roads
poliey of this State. I have given consider-
able nttention to the roads policy, and I am
convinced that it is absolutely necessary some
improvement should be made on the present
system as soon as possiblee. We have had
the ordinary road boards in operation, I sip-
pose, since the time of responsible Govern-
ment if not before, and we know that the
result of their jurisdietion is a very vnsatis-
factory main road system throughout the
State. The State of Victoria passed an Aect
entitled the Country Roads Aect, 1915, and
from what I can understand of that Act it
is one which, with glight amendments, might
well be adopted in this State. It permits
.of the formation of a board of eontrol and the
raising of funds for dealing with the work
it has to undertake. It would relieve our
present road boards of their main rcad re-
sponsibilities, and place the main roada in the
hands of competent engineers, with the con-
sequent result that whatever road was formed
would be formed on the most up-to-date lines
aml with the best material available.

Mr. J. H. Smith. Who pays for it?

Mr. PICKERING: The Aet is rather an
intrieate one.

Mr. J. H. Smith: The ratepayers have to
pay for it.

Mr. PICEERING: They pay their propor-
tion.

Mr, J. H. 8mith:
representation.

Mr, PICKERING: T would commend this
Act to members for their perusal, They will
realise that it has many good points. The
member for Nelson (Mr. JJ. H. Smith} is a
road hoard member of great experience, and
T know that there is an element of distrust
existing in the minds of road board members
a3 regards this particular Act, When I tell
members that this Aet has given so much
satisfaetion in Vietoria that the State of
Queensland has chosen to adopt it almest in
its entirety, it must commend itself at least
to the eareful congideration of members.
Wo have to find the money to make the roads,
and it is admitted that under the present
systemr we camrot do this. Therefore we have
to devise means to bring about that end. I
think the Vietorian Act does provide better
meansg at any rate than those which exist at
the present time in Western Australia.

Mr. Lambert: Would the road in front of
Parliament House be made?

Mr, PICKERING: T think that conld be
dtone if the Minister in charge of the license
fees from the motors deduected sufficient to
put that roadway in repair. In connection
with the development of the South-West, it

1t is taxation without
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will be nececssary for a considerable amount
of road work to be dome.

r, Underwood: That is the chief indua-
try there, making roads. .

Mr, PICKERING: It is a very profitable
industry to the community.

Mr. J, H. 8mith interjected.

Mr. PICKERING: It is done much more
economically by the road boards than any
work carried on by the Government. The
road gystem in the South-West is not what it
should be, and not what it could be made
nnder o measure sueh as the Victorian Coun-
try Roads Act. I wish now to deal briefly
with the guestion of forestry. I realise that
I have on the Notice Paper two separate
notices of motion dealing with this question
but T do not propose to anticipate any argu-
ments that 1 intend to advance when those
mations come before the House for considera-
tion. 1 would like to draw attention to the
fact that the Premier, when replying to the
speech of the Leader of the Opposition, deait
somewhat extensively with the forestry ques-
tion, and I regret that he did it in such a
way as to gstill further mistead members of
this House. It will be remembered that I
asked the Premier whether he would lay the
files on the Table of the House. e said he
would do so with the exception of the Con-
servator’s personal file. I have yet to learn
that the files have been laid on the Table.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot discuss that question as he will
he anticipating motion No. 15 on the Notice
Paper.

Mr. PICKERING: The Premier has made
a certain statement on this subject. If mem-
bers turn up the Votes and Proceedings, they
will see that the Premier, in his reply, said
he had no objection to placing on the Table
ail the files with the exception of the Con-
servator’s personal file, Have those papers
been placed on the Tabled I have not heard
any mentton of this having been done. If
the Premier has uo ohjection to laying them
on the Table, why are they not here? The
fites would enable members to appreciate the
troe position as T know it to be. Since I
made a few remarks on this subject, I have
taker the opportunity to see the Solicitor
General, While T was there—the Conservator
of Forests was also present—we dehated the
queation as to whether the regulations did or
did not apply to the extended coneessions and
leases.

Mr. Mullany:
pany?

Mr, PICKERING: XNo; but if we had
done 80, I would have been prepared to ad-
mit it.

Mr. Muliany: That is quite all right.

Mr. PICKERING: There was nothing
underhand about it; the hon. member need
make no error on that point.

Mr. Mullany: I was interested to know;
that was all.

Mr, PICRERING: I do not want eny im-
putations cast. I rang up the Solicitor Gen-
eral and said 1 wanted to know the real posi-

Did you go there in com-
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tion as regarded the two sub-paragraphs of
the Act. He told me that under the section
the existing concessions amdd leases, when they
come to bhe renewed, eannot be brought ander
the regulations, exeept only with -regard to
hewing. The only thing which can be brought
under the section is hewing.

Mr. Underwood: Who told you that!?

Mr, PICKERING: The Crown Solicitor.

Hon. P. Collier: [ do not think there is
any ddoubt about that.

Mr, PICKERING: The Minister, in in-
troducing the Bill, distinetly stated that the
concessions and leases would come under the
same conditions as the permits.

Hou, P. Cullier: With regard te the pay-
ment of rayalty, :

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is anticipating a notice of motion which
gstands in his name. Tt reads, ‘‘That all
papers in connection with the extension of
Millars’ "eoncessions, including the personal
file of the Consvrvator of Forests, be Inid
upon the Table of the House.’' The hon.
menther is dealing with the extension and is
anticipating the motion.

Mr. PICKERING: T am rveferring. to
what the Premier said in his reply to the
Leader of the Oppositien, and swrely after
the Premicr has heen allowed to deal sith
this question, I at least have the right to
deal with what he said. I ecannot see any
reason why I should be precluded from deal-
ing with the Premier's remarks, and I do not
wish to do anything more than that.

Mr. SPEAKER: T do not remember the
Premiar having said anything about an in-
terview at which the Solicitor General and
Conscervator of TForests were present.

Mr, PILCKERING: T shall refrain from

referring  to  anything beyond what was
actually stated by the Premier.

The SPEAKEK: The hon. member must
confine his remarks to that.

Mr, PICKERING: He said that the

money clanses were wrong and that the
amount which the Conservater was receiv-
ing was too great. The question of our
farests is ot one for mercly a vear, but it
is one for futnre generations, Are we
going to cxploit our forests in the interests
of a private foreign company or conserve
them for fofure gencerations of Western
Australia! It is dificult to aveid person-
alities in this contruversy.
to attribute anything mean or paltry to
anyoue, but merely to be straightforward
and say that I intend to fight for the future
generations in this State against any
foreign ¢ompany desirous of operating here.

Mr. Lambert: Tt is not right 1o say that
Millars are a foreign company.

Mr. PICKERING: T say that,
“oreigh in its ordinary sense.

Houn, P. Collier: They are not entirely a
_orgign eompany,

AMr, PICKERING: The Premicr siated
that whilst we must conserve our timber
areas for all time, if it came to a question
of exporting timber, and we had to wait

meaning

I do not wish”
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fur, say. 100 years before the timber could
reach an exportable stage, it would he
hetter to export agricultural produce. Fruit
trdes with erops every year would, he added,
be better than a karri tree (’ommg into use
in 130 vears time or so. Then ther_u was,
he =aidl, the question of regulations which
were tegarded as all important ynder the
Act; that without the regulations the” Aet
would not pay and there would ot he any
control over the forests. T would point ont
that if the extensions were made on ‘the
lires indieated they wounld be absolately
invatid, The DPremier went on to say—

" This is how they are made to-day: the

Minjster approves of the regulations and

they go through Executive- Council, after

which they are put inte operation.
They c¢annot come into operation owing to
the fuet that the regulations have no etfect
upon the concessions or leases.

AMr, SBitmans! Therce is no law for a com-
hine.

AMr. PICKERING: No.

Mr, Bimons: That is why the Conservator
is being sacrificed. )

Mr. PICKERING: The member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Lambert) said we must con-
sider whether Millars would ecarry on the
affuirs of this conntry. Ile iz a little in-
invlined to ilwist to-night. When T take
up an attitnde of defence in the interests of
the State he seema rather iuvlined teo
champion the interests of AMillars. The
other night in this Chamber he definitely
challenged their position.

Mr, Lambert: T did net challenge their
position,

Mr. PICKERING: ITe said we must ¢on-
sider whether MMillars wounld earry on the
affairs of this country. They are already
carrying on the afairs of this eountry, to
o larpe oxtent.

Mr. Simons: They are controlling o big
seetion of the atfairs of the country.

Mr, PICKERING: Yes.

Mr. Lambert: 1 would join issue with you
in stopping them if 1 could. ’

Mr. Mann: Ave they not finding employ-
meut for a considerable section of the
people?

Mr. PICKERING: The Premier said the
Bill was passed by the Iouse, and not by
Millars. The member for Coolgardie inter-
jected that they were sceking to run the
country hefore the Bill passed. The I're-
mier went on to say—

I do not know what the hon. member

means. T expect a lot of timber men

came up here and diseussed the Bill with
hon. memhers nt the time, but T do not
know that they influenced the House very
much, T think the amendment that gives

Millars the right to a renewal was pro-

posed, not by a private memher, but by

the Minister.
That is so. The Minister boasted that he
had spent a considerable amount of time
in perfecting this clavse. Tt is a very diffi-
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‘culi-and awkward position far-a member to
Ve if" when he finds himself obliged to tast
an jmputation upon anyone. T have heard
it ‘rumoured that certzin prominent solici-
tors in this city were also solieitors for this
company. [f they have in the course of
their business subordinated the interests of
the State to their own, I am not going to
have any-sympathy for them. I am making
inquiries to find out whe were the solicitors
ter the company. If T ascertain chat my
suspicions urc correct, and how it was that
the House was misled, T shall have some-
thing very important to say wpon the mat-
ter.

Hon. P. Collicr: There hhve been firms
of solicitors in the past who have done this.

Mre. PICKERING: We have only to throw
our minds back to the time when we had
the most eminent legal authority of the
State as a member of this Chamber, and wa
had the benefit of hig advice, with question-
able results, On this particular clause I
am satisfied the House was misled.

Hon. P. Collier: Their clients had the
Dhenefit of their legal knowledge in this
House. .

Mr: PICKERING: The member for Cool-
gardie said, to resume my quotation from
the debate, that they were pretty success-
ful—referring, to privatec members—in their
lebbying. The member for Katanning (Mr.
A. Thomson)} interjeeted -that if the Gov-
crnmeut’s interpretation of the clause was
right, it meant that the then Att.orney Gen-
eral misled: the House.

Mr. Simons: His clients came before the
inferests of the House.

Mr. PICKERING: That is my opinion,
The Premier said that AMillars had a per-
fect right to- cut.the matured timber. They
had paid for the right and were payiong to-
day. Apparently we have to sit down and
see posterity. lose that which-is abselutely
essential to every phase of their livelihood.
T cannot understand hen. members not
rising up against such an iniguitous proposi-
tion. Do they realise the importance of our
timhers to the country? This is one of the
most vital things tbat ean possibly aifecct
the State. Here we are bartering away
our interests to a foreign company for n
mess of pottage. I do not understand
members’ lack of interest. I Thope the
House will have the matter thoroughly
investigated and see where we stand,

Hon. P. Collier: According to the strict.in-
terpretation of the Aet a company which is
other than a Western Au‘;trqhan company is
a foreign eompany.

Mr. PICKERING, That is the legal term,
and T am speaking of a foreign company in
that way.

Capt. Carter: It must surely be treated as
having a different meaning in the House,

Mr. PICKERING: The hon. member has
made one speech on the Address-in-reply.
The Premier went on to say-—

It is to be remembered that after the
present leases expire Millars will have to
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pay sueh royalty as is plescnbec‘l b) the

Conserv ator
And that is all. They will have to change
from thc lease sgstem to the royalty system.
The Premier went on to say—

T wish the Ilouse to realise that after
the present lease expires, Millars and others
who get renewals will pay just as much
as any other permit holder would pay.

But the lessee though he may not pay royalty
will not be subject to the regulations applying
to permit helders. The Premierr went on to
sny—

The State will not lose a penny of rev-
enue. Jf there be any timber left to ent
after their present leases expire, and if
they had no rights whatever, would any
member say to a ecompany having their milis
alveady erected “*Take your mills away.
Someone else wn]l pay just as much royalty
as vou will pay, and =o they ean ereet their
mills and cut out the timber’’? Of course,
the House would not permit it. -

Hon. P. Collier: The Aect says that the reg-
ulations whieh apply to pernuts shall not ap-
ply to leases and concessions.

Mr. PICKERING: T do not view the mat-
ter in that light.

Hon. P Collier:
abilities.’

M. PICKERING: The Act may say that
but when the Minister in charge - mtruduced
the Bill he.said they would be subject to the
regulations. ‘“Hansard’’ shows that. elearly.

Hon, P. Collier: TUnfortunately the- Act
does not say so. .

Mr. .PICKERING: That may be so. The
Minister misled us. If the House has béen
migled, it has a right to reverse that policy
and say that it will preserve the forests for
our future generations, The member for
Coolgardic interjected that wo should not
allow their commercial interests to interfere
with the policy .of the country. The Premier
replicd—

Millars do not interfere with the ]’1011(.)

- of the .country at all. If Millars or any

other people invest money in this State and

obey the laws of the State, they ought to
be protected go long as they behave them-
selves and do what is right by the State.

Capt. Carter:
wrong !

Mr, PICKERING: 1 say the Government
would be wrong in eXtending concessions to
Millars along lines which are not in the best
interests of the State, T am not worried about
the interests of Millars, What worries_me. is
the position of the future generations of this
country. The forest area all over Australia
does not exceed 25 million acres, The Pre-
mier said that we must firet think about our
own requirements. Our own requirements’
are a mere flea bite to what we hope will be
the requirements of future generations. Tf
we have no timber left here to form into
packing cases, econtainers, ete., and for var-
ious other purposes, what is going to be the
position of the people of the State?

Thc Act says ‘‘No dis-

Would you say that this is
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Hon. P. Collier: We have to consider Aus-
tralia’s requirements also,

Mr. PICKERING: Let me pass on
With regard to buffet cars, I asked some per-
tinent questions of the Minfbter for Railways,
and the replies he made were somewhat illum-
inating. He pointed out that of the three
cars constructed only two were operating,
and that one of these was operating at a con-
siderable loss. The Minister did not say
whether the Commissioner had taken into
consideration the haulage costs of the cars
over the system, or whether the loss or profit
made in connection with these cars was sim-
Ply & matter of a business transaction eon-
cerning the edibles that were distributed from
them. T shall have to ask the Minister fur-
ther questions upon the matter, I wish to
reply to one or two statements whiech have
been made by members with regard to the
Country Party and its policy. The member
for Boulder (Hon. P. Collier) seemed to re-
flect upon us in the matter of the Gold Buy-
ers’ Bill. 1 wish te make my position clear
regarding the mining industry. Whatever my
association may do in the matter, I am going
to stand for the interests of mining in gen-
eral, and for the interests of the prospector
and any other miner T can possibly help, If
T support the Gold Buyers Bill I will do so
because I believe that the Bill is in the best
interests of the mining induatry.

Hon. P. Collier: I do not guestion the merits
of the Bill; only the method by which it has
been forced upon the Minister.

Mr, PICKERING. T recognise that every
section of the community has a right to repre-
sentation in the Legislature. If the Chamber
of Mines, which represents a large seetion
of the mining industry, cannot get a Bill
introduced by any other means than through
the primary producers, I must come to the
eonclugion that we are justified in introdue-
ing a measurg of that nature,

My, Munsie: Do you know what its con-
tents are?

Hon. P. Collier: They had the Bill before
them and went through it eclayse by clause,
and sent it to the Minister with instruections
that he should introduce it.

Mr. PICKERING: T do not think there is
any Bill that is drawn up in the interests
of those that it will affect that is not first
considered by those interested.

Hon, P. Collier: This was drawn up by the
Chamber of Mines, sent to your executive,
and transmitted to the Minister.

Mr, PEICKERING: This Bill is not an orig-
inal Bill, .

Hon. P, Collier: Yes, it ia.

Mr. PICKERING: It iy new to the House,
but not to the other States,

Hon, P. Collier: It is an original Bill,

Mr. PICKERING: It is practically iden-
tical with the Vietorian Aect.

Hon. P. Collier: It is original in the files
of the Mines Department.

Mr. PICKERING: In this State, but it is
not an original Bill. It is practieally the
same ag the law already existing in Vietoria.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Mullany: Would it not be wise to
reserve comments upon the Bill until we get
itt

Hon. P, Collier: We will offer those when
we do get the Bill.

Mr. PICKERING: The Leader of the
Opposition desired to cast contumely upon the
party to which T belong.

Hon. P. Collier: The conference is discus-
sing the Grain Elevators Bill to-day, although
we have not got it yet here.

Mr, Mungie: By what right do they get
it before we do# .

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon, P. Collier: The conference is discus-
sing the Bill before we have an opportunity
of doing so.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. A. Thomgon: The statement is in-
eorrect.

Hon, P, Collier: The paper says so.

Mr. A. Thomson: Do you helieve what the
paper says?

Hon. P. Collier:
the paper than you.

Hon. T. Waiker: Do you consider it a con-
stitutional act to submit the Grain Elevators
Bill to the conference before it is brought
down to this House?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr. PICEERING: I am not, in a position
to state whether the assertion is correct or

1 would rather believe

not. I have not attended the conference, and
therefore do not know what the conference is
doing.

Hoan. P. Collier: You are reported to have
been there.

Mr. Munsie: You were there this after-
noon,

Mr., PICKERING: 1 eannot be there, and
be in my place here as well. Bot I want to
deal with the Leader of the Opposition, who,
unfortunately, is dealing with me. The hon.
gentleman seems to think that the position of
members on these eross benches is somewhat
ignominious. There is no one in this Cham-
ber, or in the Country Party, who has a longer
or more intimate acquaintance with the move-
ment than I -have, When we formed our con-
stitution, we looked round for a model on
which to base it; and we discovered that the
best model was that upon which the Lahour
Party had built their econstitution. That is
the basia upon which we built ours,

Hon. T. Walker: What a long way you
have departed from it! -

Hon. P. Collier: Your architecture has not
been good.

Mr., PICKERING: At all events, we
adopted the same principles, Tf there is any-
thing wrong with our constitution, then it
must also be wrong with the Labour Party’s
constitution, T admit that we have found it
necessary to amend our constitution from
time to time. [ am quite prepared to admit
anything that is well-founded in the allega-
tions of the Leader of the Opposition. But
T am not ashamed of my attitude with regard
to the party to which I have the honour to
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belong, nor am T ashamed of that party’'s
execntive,

Hon, P. Collier: That is honest; that is
not like your deputy leader, who denies facts.

Mr. PICKERING; If we have the advant-
age of such an executive as the Country Party
possesses, we should be foolish not to accept
the benefit of any information that executive
can give ws. 1 am not standiag bere to say
that I know everythiug and can do everything.
1 am prepared to stand here and receive in-
formation and adviee,

Mr. Simons: Evea when
cracked,

Mr. PICKERING: We {do not get much
cracking of the whip, .

Hon. P. Collier: What does Mr. Glasheen
think of your association ?

Mr. PICKERIXG: I believe that that
gentleman

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Sussex will address the Chair.

Mr. PICKERING: Thank you, Mr,
Speaker. I shall be very glad of the oppor-
tunity.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. PICKERING: Some reflection has
heen east by members opposite, more particu-
larly by the Leader of the Opposition, with
regard to the repurchase of improved proper-
ties for soldier settlement. In my opinion,
the policy adopted by the Premier in that re-
gard is very sound. Many memberg have
said that a wiser policy would have been to
settle the soldiers on Crown lands. I believe
I am safe in saying that the Govermment, in
repurchasing estates, have secured the im-
provements at a much less cost than they
were effected at, and eceriainly 50 per cent.
cheaper than they conld have been carried
out to-day. If the soldier settlers have this
big advantage to start with, surely that is
something on which we should congratulate
the Government, and not something for whieh
we should blame them. If we had been in
earnest as regards settling owr soldiers on
Crown lands, we would have taken that mat-
ter in hand during 1914. The present Pre-
mier came into power during 1919, after the
war was bver; and he could not possibly be
eipected to adopt then measnres which shonld
have been adopted in 1914,

Mr. Underwood: They were adopted before
the present Premier came in, adopted by the
previons Government.

Mr. PICKERING: At all events, I con-
tend that the policy of repurchasing estates
was best in the interests of the returned
soldier. I eare wot who introduced that
policy. Tt has been alleged to the diseredit
of the present Premier that the policy was
irtroduced by him.

Mr. Underwood: It was net.

Mr. PICKERING: If we ean settle our
Crown lands between Port Augusta and Kar-
ridale on the lines lai@ down by the Pre-
mier, it will be an excellent method for the
settleament of the South-West generally. How-
ever, the problem is very difficult, and re-
quires very careful handling. As regards the

the whip is
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returned soldiers, the best that we could give
them was, in my estimation, not too good.
The member for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith)
said that the Country Party had done little
or nothing for the SBouth-West. I join isane
with the hon, member on that point. Since
I have been in the Country Party—and that’
is getting on for four years—the South-Weat
has not, I think, bad cause to complain on
the seore of representation. During the time
the predecessor of the present member for
Nelson was in this Assembly, that gentleman
also did his utmost to advanee South-Western
interests.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Tell the House some-
thing you have done for the South-West.

Mr. PICKERING: All along we have been
fighting to help the fruit industry.

Mr. J. H, Smith: Tell the House what you
have done for the industry,

Mr. PICKERING: We have endeavoured
in every way to improve its position. We
have sought to assist the fruitgrower to get
cheaper containers for his product. With the
assistance of this Assembly as a whole, we
did a great deal to get the British embargo
on fruit removed, .

Mr. J. H. Smith: But the State Sawmills
are charging double price for fruit eases,
That is the work of the Country Party.

Mr. PICKERING: We have taken a con-
siderable interest in the question of potato-
growing, and we have done muech to forward
the development of the dairying industry.
The Country Party have supported gvery ef-
fort made here by me in those directions.

Mr, J. H., Smith: Tt does not amount to
too much. .

Mr. PICKERING: The member for Pil-
bara (Mr. Underwood) drew some compari-
sons between the Premier and Mr. Monger. 1
am not here to fight Mr. Monger’s battles.
In my opinion, any comparizson between those
two gentlemen is ridiculous, The Premier of
this State holds a position in which he re-
presents the people, and for holding which he
receivea certain remuneration. On the other
hand, Mr. Monger is8 doing all his work en-
tirely gratis, and, indeed, to some congiderable
extent he is paying for the privilege of doing
that work, Mr. Monger does not in any way
desire to interfere with the Premier’s fune-
tions, no more than, T suppose, the Premier
desires to interfere with Mr, Monger’s fune-
tions. If Mr. Monger can, threugh his in-
floence with the primary produwcers, in any
way assist the Premier, then I am sure Mr.
Monger will be only too ready to apply his
efforts in thet direction. The member for
South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum) alleged
that the farmer pays no income tax, I do not
know where the hon. member got his infor-
mation, but if he turns up the Act he will
find that the farmer pays whichever of the
two taxes, land or income, is the larger. Xf
his inecome tax ia larger than hiz land tax,
he pays the income tax. I view with much
interest the advent to this Chamber of the
member for South Fremantle. T listened very
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carefully to the able speech of fhat gentle-
man on the Address-in-reply. I endeavoured
to read into that speeech an earnestness and
a truth as regards the desire expressed by
tha hon. member to help in the settlement of
the difficult industrial problems which con-
front this State, and will confront it for
some time to come. One of the hon. member’s
jnterjections during the speech of the mem-
ber for Guildford (Mr, Daviea) was that the
chief object of his care was the worker. Those
were the words of the member for South Fre-
mantle. If we are in earnest about the in-
dunstrial question, we must also, T think, have
some care for the other side that is con-
eerned. T hope that that interjection of the
member for South Fremantle does not repre-
sent a retraction of the assurance which he
gave the House regarding his attitude to-
wards industrial questions. T should be in-
deed glad to know that an hon. member who
has had such an intimate association with the
industrial side of this State, is prepared to
give the House his best assistance and the
best fruits of his experience towards the
settlement of the disputes which we are likely
to encounter in the immediate future. Let me,
however, read an extract from the °‘Daily
News’’ of yesterday, which may have es-
caped the notice of the member for South
Fremantle——
The secretary of the railway workers,
who are very discontented at the retrench-
ment schemes of the Government, has au-
thorised the publication of resolutions
passed at a special meeting of the union
last week, The first gives the opinion that
the present Labour Party is no longer any
nse to the working class as o means of
gaining emancipation for that eclass. The
others read:—" ¢ (2) We belicve that as long
as eapitalism lnsts so long will the con-
ditions of men, women, and children of the
working class become more intolerable.”’
7(3) We claim that only a revolutionary
- party aiming for the ecomplete overthrow
of the present system is of any use to the
working class.”” ‘' (4) That we are not in
acecord with the aetion of the Labour Gov-
ernment in paying £1,775,837 interest on
the railways while the members of our
class are being retrenched and left to exist
on semi-starvation rations.'’ ¢¢(3) That
wo get in touch with all unions in the rail-
way service with the intention of holding
a mass stop-work meeting to discuss re-
trenehment.?? €9(6) That this mecting ex-
presses its profound disgust at the Gov-
crnment 's ‘action in retrenching workers
while leaving untouched the feservoirs of
wealth which they at the last clection pro-
mised to tap.’' **(7) To call upon the Gov-
crument te withdraw the notices of dis-
“missal 4nd to so pool the work as to give
all a share,’’
T do not think that such an attitude as that
is likely to lead to peace.

Mr., Munsie: But that did not occur in
‘Western Australia,
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Mr. McCallum: That emanated from a
man who has been repudiated by the Labour
movement.

Mr. PICKERING: The paragraph is
headed ‘‘Revolutionary Queenslanders, Gov-
ernment eondemned, Dissatisfied Rallwaymen,
Extraordinary Resolutions; Townsville, Tues-
day.”

Hon. P. Collier: Does not the hon. member
know that those headings are merely inserted
by the local sub-editor?

Mr., PICKERING: [ wish to say that in
my opinion there is no form of government
more adapted to the DBritish Empire than that
whiclh exists in the British Empire to-day. I
cannot coneeive of any other system by whieh
the Empire ean possibly be governed, It is
impossible to conceive that a President
of the DBritish Ewmpire should be eleeted
out of the multiplicity of countries
over which the British flag flies. Therefore,
anybody within the British Empire advecat-
ing a revolution would be a fit inmate for the
lunatic asylum of his partienlar State. People
who talk revelution in Australia

Hon. P. Collier: What do you mean by
revolution? . )

Mr. PICKERING: The total uwpsetting of
all existing conditions. .

Hon. F. Walker: Let us have your defini-
tion of the word.

My, PICKERING: By ‘‘revolution’’ I
mean the upsetting of the conditions under
which the British Empire exists.

Hon. P, Collier: The conditions to-day re-
present a revolution compared with the affairs
of 50 years ago. A revolution means
‘Cehange ' '—-that is all.

My, PICKERING: That is so.

Hon, T. Walker: Tt is merely the turning
of a wheel

Mr., PICKERING: That may be so, but I
da not think that is the type of revelution
that is referred to in the telegram T have
quoted. T want to econgratulate the Govern-
ment upon the adoptien of the pelicy of a
wheat pool. The member for Claremont (Mr.
J. Thomson), when dealing with this ques-
tion, gave members some uscful information.
He s<aid that he had travelled through Si-
beria, Russia, and Roumania, and had seen
some of the most wonderful wheat country in
the: world.. He forecasted that as soon as
normal conditions returned in those eountries,
Avstralia would be confronted with serious
difficultics in the disposal of her wheat. I
think that was the cffect of what he said.

The linister for Mines: He does not re-
member it so he cannot contradiet it .

Mr. PICKERING; T was glad to hear the
member for Claremont say that he .was in
sympathy with the cxtension of the wheat
poot. T believe it is absolutely essential to
one of the most important industries of this
State that the wheat pool should he con-
tinued. T trust it will be continued on such
lines as will be equitable to everyone affected.

Capt. Carter: On hetter terma than in the
past. :
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Mr. PICKERING: T admit they can hbe
improved and if T ean do anything along
those lines, I will render every assistance
possible.  With regard to the North-West——

My, Teesdale interjected.

Mr, PICKERING: 1 intend to deal with
this subject hecause I know as much about
the North-West as some North-West members
know aboit the Sonth-West,

Mr. J. Thomson: Question?

Mr, PICKERING: Some of those North-

- West members who have been criticising the
South-West of this State should take wmore
cary before they onter upon adverse criti-
vism, Most of the members representing the
vast territory of the North-West have joined
up with the Primary Producers’ Association
and, in consequence, our knowledge of the
requirements of that part of the State has
hecome mueh more intimate. Whatever the
members of that association can do to assist
in the advancement of the North-West it is
ounr bounded duty to do. I view with much
concern some of the schemes that have been
advaneed by North-West members. I know
the member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) is
optimistic regarding the cultivation of ban-
anas., [ have heard adverse reports bearing
upon the banana industry at Carnarvon. If
there is any truth in the statements T have
heard, [ must hesitate to give my endorse-
ment to any scheme for setting aside 20,000
acreg for the development of that industry.
T want to know from the remaining North-
West members who have yet to speak on the
Address-in-reply how they provose to attract
scttlers to their part of the Siate, and how
they propose to hold them there. I have no
personal knowledge of the XNorth-West, but
thote” who have lived there for many years,
have informed me that it is not advisable for
anyone to go to the extreme North after they
have redched a certain age.

Member: At 60 years of age?

Mr. PICKERING: No, I believe the age
was about 30, Tt iy absolutely necessary that
the North-Westers should be more careful
regarding the policy of land settlement in
their part of the State than it is neecessary
for us in the Sonth-West. I am sorry that
some members have been advoeating little
States. I have no time for the ‘‘little
State’’ movement. T am willing to admit

that there may be industries in the
North-West  which  would  possibly re-
ceive  greater  development  if  there
were. 2 State up  there, as, for in-

stanee, the development of the Yampi Sound
iron deposits. I do not know anything about
that particular matter, but the member for
Claremont made a great point regarding the
attitude of the Quecnsland Labour Govern-
ment. I would like the North-West members
who bave yet te speak to give us some con-
ercte seheme furnishing a solution of the prob-
lems confronting us with regard to their part
of the State. It is of little avail to speak
‘full and by’’; we want to get down to bed-
rock so as to determine what can be done.
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The Minister for Mines: The member for
Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) proposes to establish
banana growing and you oppose that.

Mr. PICKERING, 1 do so beeause T have
heard reports to the detriment of the industry
at Carnarvon. I have heard that the water
there is braekish, with the resunlt that ban-
anas cannot be grown. Regarding the ¢ ¢little
State’’ movement, I am oppoesed to too much
notice heing taken of it, [ have taken a keen
interest in the Pederal Government and the
development of that form of Government.
After very eareful investigation voncerning
the position of this State, I am at a loss to
discover any way in which Western Australia
lias benefited by entering federation. If it
is proposed to subdivide Western Australia
still further, what will be the pesition of this
State? If Australia is to be cut into 40 or
44 States, what will be our position?

Mr, Angelo: I do not think anyone advo-
cated that.

Mr, PICKERING: T know that you want
all from Carnarvon to Pilbara to be one State.

My, Angelo: I never said anything of tbe
sort; that is your imagination.

AMr. PICKERING: "The member for Bun-
bury (Mr. Money) i= favourable té a sub-
division in the Sooth-West, presumably with
Bunbury as the eapital. I do not know what
the member for Albany {(Mr. Scaddan) would
have to say to that proposal.

The Minister for Mines: What about Bus-
selton ?

Mr. PICKERING: Until T am assured that
Busgelton is to be the eapital of a State I
will ndt be a party to any such proposal,

Mr, Bimons: With the member for Sussex
as Premier?

Hon. T. Walker: Esperance will have to be
a capital too.

Me, PICKERING: T hope that members
will take notice of our prescnt position in
relation to federation before they proeeed
with their advocaey of these smaller States.
Such a policy has to be viewed with grave
suspicion,

Mr. Angelo: Has anyone advocated the
North being a separate State?

Mr. PICKERING: That has been the sug-
gestion,

Mr, Angelo: You are totally wrong.

Mr, Latham:. He has been reading about
New South Wales,

Mr. PICKERING. 1 am glad to have the
‘assurance from the member for Gascoyme that
he does not advocate such a poliecy, and I will
be glad to receive a similar assurance from
the member for Bunbury. In conclusion, I
want to deal briefly with one of the most im-
portant problems confronting us at the pres-
ent time. I refer to the question of indus-
trial relations between employer and employee.
As it was at the commencement of the last
Parliament =0 it was at the commencement
of the present Parliament; no .mention was
made of this most serions subjeet in the Gov-
ernor’s Bpeech., It is questionable whether
some improvement can be made in the ex-
isting Arbitration Act. Now that we have
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in this Chamber a gentleman who has been
so closely associated with the industrial posi-
tion in the past, he might assist us in the
direction of improving the Arbitration Court,
and so help it to become more efcetive.
Everyoue is most anxious that the industrial
relations should be improved. There is no
prospect of any advancement in that direc-
tion until this problem is more or less solved.

Industrial atrife and social hatred do not ap- .

peal to me in any way. I shall be pleased
if by some change in our policy of settling
disputes or by amending the Arbitration Aet,
more amicable relations between employer
and employee can be achieved. ‘This is one of
the most important questions to which we can
give consideration. [ shall be most grateful
to assist in arriving at a satisfactory solu.
tion of a problem, the solution of which will
be in the best interests of this State.

AMr. HERON (Mount Leonora) [9.55]: 1
hardly know whether I am a new member or
an old member. I had a long life in Parlia-
ment last session, namely two long nights. T
take it, however, that as this is my first at-
tempt to address this Assembly I shall be re-
garded as a new member. At the outset, in
¢ommon with the Leader of the Opposition,
I would. like to congratulate the Premier on
again being elected to that position. After
facing the electors on the 12th March, the
verdiet of the ballot box showed that, in the
opinion of the electors, the time was not ripe
for the Labour Party to assume control of
the Treasury benches. The voice of the
people also deereed that the Government were
to be made up of a ecnglomerution of par-
ties. In looking over the faces of those who
occupy the Treasury benches, I can =ce no
one there I would prefer to Sir James Mit-
chell as Premier of the State. T, thercfore,
compliment him on again being elected to
that position. Secondly I would like to eon-
gratulate the member for West Perth (Mrs.
Cowan) on being the first lady to be elected
te a Parliament in Australia, I do so -for
two reasons: in the first place, it waa the
Labour Party who paved the way for the en-
try of a lady into this Chamber. At all con-
ferenees I have attended for years past our
platform has ineluded a plank advocating
equal rights and full citizenship for women,
I am pleased to be connected with a party

who made it possible for a lady to be elected

to this Parliament. Secondly, I think that
the member for West Perth i3 a member of
this Chamber partly by reason of the vote of
the workers in her eclectorate. Knowing that
we had no direet Labour representative stand-
ing for West Perth, T know that not many
workers were likely to vote for the late At-
torney QGeneral, and, that being so, they
would vote for the present member for West
Perth. T think she is on the wrong side of
the House. That T judge from her remarks
in the House and from conversations with
ber. The reforms she aims at will not re-
ceive much sympathy from members on her
gide of the House. I am not going to occupy
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time in talking of the constitution of the
various parties, but T shall briefly refer to
matters coneerning the party to which I be-
long. T stand to suppoert our platform. For
a number of years it has been my privilege
to assist in formulating a policy for the
magses, Other members on this side had the
same privilege before. coming to the House,
and sinee being here they have had the privi-
lege of attending Labour conferences. We
have heard semething of outside demination.
In a closely restricted sense, it is justified;.
Jjustified to this extent, that if I neglect to
do my duty by those who sent me here, I ex-
peet to be carpeted for it. 8o, too, with
other members of anr pasty; if they fail to
support the party’s platform in the House,
they will be carpeted by their elcetors out-
side. Beyond that there is no outside domi-
nation whatever. One or two membors on
the Government side have endeavoured to be-
little the masses. If we on this side did not
raise our voices in protest we would not be
worthy of our position. The deputy lLeader
of the Country Party told us what the leaders
of our party should do. Tle challenged them
to advise the workers to accept lower wages.
T have been connected with the Labour move-
ment for many years, and I know that on
nine oceasions out of ten the leadera do point
out to the rank and file what is best for them
to do, They give the unionists the benefit of
their opinions. But it is the members of a
union, not the leaders, who have the right to
say what they will do. They say, ‘‘If the
employers will not meet us, we will take such
and such a stand.”’ When the majority de-
cide to make a stand, it is only the appointed
leaders who are permitted to lead them.

Mr. Munsie: And they have to abide by
majority rule.

Mr, HEROXN: That is so. On many occa-
sions strikes have occurred against :the ad-
viee of the leaders, and therenpon the leaders
have bowed to the dccision of the majority
and led the strike. Would a leader be worthy
of his name if he did otherwise? The deputy
Leader of the Country Party did not know
what he was talking about when he said the
leaders should advise the men, for 1 know
that they have been doing that for many
years past. That brings me to the diffeultics
on the goldfields at the present time, For a
number of years we worked for less than a
fair wage. The men eked nut a living as
best they could, and when the condition of
affpirs became intolerable they went to the
Chamber of Mines and asked for a coafer-
ence. After lengthy negotiations the request
was granted. At that conferenee the men
asked for a minimum of 13s. per day. But
the Employcrs’ Federation and the Chamber
of Mines would not grant any relief. They
turned us down and told us te go to the Arbi-
tration Court. Being law-abiding citizens, the
men went to the Arbitration Court and, after
a long  fight, seenred an increase in wages
and a lot of privilezes which were not asked
for at the conference. No one will say that
the miner is not entitled to the best that is
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going. ‘I'here are only two resorts awaiting
the miner who stays long enough in a mine—
either the sanatorium at Wooreloo or the Old
Men’s Home at Clarcmont. The miner is en-
titled to the best award the Arbitration Court
can give him. No one in the community is
better entitled to an annual holiday than is
the man who has to work below. What was
the attitude of those who had to pay the new
award? How many men have had the privi-
lege .of working under that award? From
Kalgoorlie to the back country, everybody
whe conld get out of paying under that awarl
has done so. The Lanceficld mine closed
down, and those men who were working there
were thrown out by a wave of the hand and
had to seek ‘employment elsewhere, In wy
own district we had the unfortunate fire, ind
s the workers there have never come under
that award. By the last papers I had from
there T saw that the company does not intend
to rebuild,. Why? To defeat the award. 1
dir not think the decision rested with those in
control in Australia. I am sure the local
manager had nothing to do with it, and that
even those representing the company in Kal-
goorlie had nothing to do with it. Who, then,
gaid that the worker shounld not have the
benefit of that award? None but the Jews
iz London decided that the mine should not be
rebuilt until the return of normal times. I
ditre say that nnder the Act they are entitle:d
to certain privileges but, seeing that the in-
suranee company had to bear the brunt o»f
that fire, and remembering that it is a profit-
able mine, I aay that the Jews in control
shounid be foreed to rebuild, so that the men
might have the benefit of the long-awaited
award. That brings me to the member [or
Kalgoorlie (Mr, Boyland). I listened atten-
tively to his remarks the other night. I can-
not reconcile the position he holds to-day with
that which he held two or three years age.
To-day he sits here practically the direct re-
presentative of the Chamber of Mines,

Mr. Boyland: That is untruve; quite in-
eorrect. I sit here a free man, freer than
are you.

Mr. HERON: The hon. member is a Na-
tionalist,. Who voted for him?¥  Not the
workers. He may have had a percentage of
workers supporting him, but they did not
put him into the position he holds. Hisa
thanks are due to these representing the em-
plorer class. Therefore I say I cannot recon-
cile his position with that which he-heid three
or four years ago as leader of the workers.
The hon. member says he is a2 free man, In
the course of the next month or two he will
have an opportunity to show whether he ia
free and whether he stands for the worker,

Mr. Boyland: ¥ shall show more freedom
than you.

Mr. HERON: The hon. member, being a
Nationalist, thinks he will be able to get
everything he wants,

Mr. Boyland: You were a Nationalist,
were you not?! Where are you to-day?

My, HERON: T can assure the hon. mem-
ber that his hopes will be shattered in this
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House, I repeat that I have had very little
experience a8 a member of Parliament, but
what little I had in the closing days of last
session convinced me that we cannot expect
too mueh from the members on the Govern-
ment side of the House, I was here when
the Mining Aet Amendment Bill dealin
with tributing was going through its las
stages. The provisions of that Act, I might
mention, have never been given effect to.
The mine owners simply say, ' We have the
mines; you have the Bill. We are keeping -
the mines.”” When the measure waa going
through, we were diseussing the only clause
likely to be of assistance to the tributer.
This eclause provided that where the tribu.
ters had entered into an agreement for a
certain period, the agreement should be
made retrospeetive. A vote was taken and
the c¢lause was declared carried on the
voices. A member of the Country Party,
who evidently had had no mining experi-
ence, called for a division, and although
the benches had been almost empty all
night, some members not having been in
the Chamber for five minutes, when the
bells were rung and the whip was cracked,
did members vote for the clause which
would bave assisted the workers? No, they
ranged themselves behind the Government
and defeated the clause.  Although the
present member for Kalgoorlie says that he
represents the workers, he will find that his
bopes will be shattered. T repeat that the
hon, member is a representative of the
Chamber of Mines aad that I cannct recon-
cile his present position with that of a few
vears age. A few years ago the hon. mem-
ber was stricken with miner’s phthisis, and
I am hornestly sorry for his bad state of
health to-day. When he was stricken with
that disease, who assisted him? Was it the
men he is supporting to-day?

Mr. Boyland: No, nor the workers either.

Mr. HERON: Was it the workers whom
he deserted?

Mr. Boytand: They never assisted me.

Mr. HERON: I do not want to enter into
private matters

Mr. Boyland: You can go into anything
you like coneerning that. .

Mr. HERON: T know who assisted him
and who did not. This brings me to another
member who was in the Labour Party' at
one time. Last session he was an Independ-
ent; this yeuwr he ranks as a National
Labourite. I refer te the member for
Pilbara (Mr. Underwood). I have not had
an opportunity to visit the North-West——

Mr. Latham: He has received his salva-
tion, you see,

Mr. Corboy: His damnatidn.

Mr. HERON: The member for Pilbara
veferred to a man who was drunk while at
work. We have been reminded during this
debate on the Address-in-reply that people
who live in glass houses should not throw
stones, and I think this applies to the mem-
ber for Pilbara. He is not in a position to
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thraw stoncs, I have not been long in this
House, but I have seen sufficient to satisfy
me that the hon. member should not throw
stones. Ile should have been the last one
to be guilty of this. The hon. member is
one to whom the workers gave an opportu-
nity to hetter bimself. Ile was one whom
the workers sent bere, and thus was given
an easier living than they enjoved. Yot
to-day he takes the opportunity to belittle
those workers who in the first place sent
Lim here,

Mr. Boyland: Not a bit of it.

AMr. TIERON: The interruptions of the
member for Kalgoorlie do not interest me.

My, Muonsie: Anyhow, the member for Pil-
bara went a good way in that direction if
his speech in ‘' Hansard’’ is to be believed.

Mr. HERON: Two or three yéars ago,
when the workers required a strong hand to
guide them, the member for Pilbara, had he
done his duty, would have remained with
them and given them the best adviee of which
he was capable. He would not have left
them and taken every opportunity to throw
mnd at them and kick them. The workers
gave him his chance to rvise and he should
have stuck to them. I suppose we should not
expeet too much from him, Perhaps we can-
not expect anything better from him than the
remark he made the other night. Thé hon.
member even went so far as to say that if
it came to the worst he would support coloured
labour for the North-West. 1 suppose that
is all we ¢an expect from him, One day dur-
ing the period of the railway strike, I hap-
pened to be travelling to Fremantle when the
subject of the strike was under diseussion.
The strike leaders, the disputes committee,
and the miember for SBouth Fremantle (Mr.
McCallum) were mentioned, and an ex-mem-
ber of this House remarked, ‘‘They ought to
be shot or deported.’’ The name of Mr,
Panton wag coupled with that of the member
for South Fremantle, but I was in a position
to know that it was against the wish-of both
of these men that the strike occurred. I
know they did all in their power to avert a
strike. I know that they would have done
anything in their power to arrive at a settle-
ment. The men, however, had the right to say
whether they would strike or not, and by 2
good majority they decided to strike. The
member for South Fremantle was their paid
official, and when they decided to fight for
better conditions, it was his duty to fight
and do his best to obtain the conditions they

sought. That was all thesc leaders were deing.

They were doing what they were paid to do;
they were doing more than some members of
this House do, namely, the work they were
paid for. "

Member: Speak for yourself.

Mr. HEROX: T have known oceasions when
this Chamber has been almost deserted. This
is not a fair thing to the electors. If members
of this Fouse did their duty as well as the
gtrike leaders did their duty, the State would
be the better for it. The Labour movement
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is misunderstood. The member for South
Frewantle could not have stopped the strike.
Had he failed to carry out orders, he would
have heen replaced hy someone who might
have been 2 bigger menace to the community,
I have been returned to this House as a re-
presentative of o mining community, a re-
presentative of the out-back where I have
lived practically half my life, whert I Fave
engaged in the occupations of miner and
prospector and in business.  Therefore, I
think T am in a position to speak with a fair
knowledge of what my district requires, We
have been informed that there is plenty of
work and no unemployment. As one who
knocks about and meets those who have to
seek employment, T kuow that this statement
is ineorrect. In every centre of any import-
ance to-day, there are uncmployed. Even in
the ecity itself, there are huondreds of men
walking about, men who are prepared to work
but who cannot get work, A meeting of un-
employed was held and a deputation waited
ocn the Premier who told them to go and
clear land, A large number of the unem-
ployed cannot clear land. If members of
this House through some unforeseen eircum-
stances were thrust on the Labour market,
they would not like to be told to go and clear
land. T am satisfied that they would not make
enpugh te keep themselves, much less a wife
and family.

Mr. Latham: T hope you are not referring
to the member for West Perth.

Mr. HEROXN: T think she would he well
able to kecp hevself. I can speak with some
experience of the land, and [ say that if I
were thrown ont of work and the only thing
hefore me was to go out clearing land, I
would think twice before aceepting the work,
not that T would he unprepared to work,
though my physical condition might lead mem-
hers to think differently. T have been accus-
tomed to hard work all my life, but clearing
Jand is a different proposition from  what
most men liave been used to. It is not a fair
proposition to ask men with a family and a
heme in Perth to go to outback centres and
clear land. They would have te wait a ecer-
tain time before they received any payment
for their work,

The Premier: They get paid for what they
do.

Mr. HEROXN: T am sure the Premier would
not like t6 start clearing land,

The Premier: I would not mimd at all

Mr. TERON: They have to make enovugh
not only to keep themselves, bnt to keep up
2 home in Perth. Although the Premier says
there is plenty of work in. the country the
Government should do all in their power to
make available some other class of work in
which these men could be employed. There
are numbers of tradesmen who have taken
many years to rveach a certain standard in
their oecupation, men in the Railway Service
and the Civil SBervice of the State, who are
not fit to go upon the land.
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The Premier: The civil servants are not
only fit, but they have gone on the land.

Hon, T. Walker: Some of them, not all-

Mr. HERON: Some of them.

The Prewier: Most of them.

HMon, T. Walker: There have been failures
andl successes.

My, HERON: A strong and able man can
generally adapt himself to new surroundings.
There are many men who have been in the
Service for years and are not physically able
even to chop firewood. On the present cost
of living they could not make wages either
for themselves or their families.

The Premier: They can, and do make good
wages.

Mr. HERON: Scventy-five per eent. of
them could not do so.

Mr, Munsie: They don’t do it; that is the
proof of it.

The Premier: I will bet you.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Premier can:
not bet here.

My, HERON: They cannot be expected to
do it. They have never been used to bard
work, and it is not fair to ask them to start
now, Tt is the duty of the Government to do
what they ean to relieve the sitnation,

Mr, Latham: You do not think our race
has deteriorated to that extent?

Hon. T. Walker: It has, and you are trying
to import other people to take their places.

Mr. HERON: I recently read an article in
the paper showing that practically half the
population of the State was living in and
around the city.

M+, Mann: Two-thirds.

Mr, Munsie: In the metropelitan area, not
in Perth.

Mr, HERON: The Gavernment do not en-
rourage these people to live outside that area.
The man in the country is far more heavily
taxed than the man in the metropolitan arca.
If he goes to the ficlds he is faced with in-
creased freight and fares, which are even
greater than for these who live in the country.
Every article he requires has to pass over the
railways either throngh the c¢ity or other parts
of the metropolitan area. The man who lives
in the agricultural distriets is not_so badly off
in this respeet as the man who lives on the gold-
fields, because the former grows his own vege-
tables keeps his own cows and enjoys other
privileges which the goldfields man ecannot
enjoy. Kven on present rates the taxation
upon the people of the fields is unjust. When
the Government send a ecivil servant to the
goldfields they pay him a apecial allowance
of 1s. 6d. per day in addition to his salary.
I would advocate that no one receiving un-
der £300 should be taxed at all. If a man
is only receiving £300 on the goldfields he
should alse get that allowance. That would
bring the salary of a goldfields man up to
£330 before he was subject to any tax.

The Premier: Let everyone off.

Mr. HERON: Tt would perhaps be fair to
expeet people in the metropelitan area to live
on £6 a week. The great ery is that wages
are teo high and are killing our industries.
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Some time ago a deputation waited on the
Premier with regard to the building of work-
ers’ homes. Although we have our own saw-
mills, our own brickyards, and manufacture
cement at reasonable rates, the Premier told
those who waited upon him that he conld not
buildl workers’ homes at a price that would
enagble the worker to pay interest on the
amount of his purchase. Where does the high
rate of wages come in? Tf a man possesses
a horse he is obliged by law to provide hous-
ing aceommodation for it. If this bas to be
done in the ease of a horse it is surely reas-
onable that a human being should Jive in his
own house. It was suggested that to remedy
the position we should invite the workers to
accept lower wages. :

The Premier: Whe said that?

Mr. Munsie: The deputy Leader of the
Country Party, and yet he wants 9s. per
bushel for his wheat. - .

Mr. HERON: The deputy Leader of the
Country Party said we should do our best to
bring down wages, notwithstanding that the
workers cannot.even now afferd to buy their
own homes. Have the workers’ wages pgone
np first and caused this inerease. in the cost
of living, or has the cost of living caunsed the
workers to make an cffort to cateh up to it?
The eost of living went up first and the work-
ers tried to go up too. Members of the Coun-
try Party and others now advocate that there
should be a reduction in wages. We are told
that we should imstruct the workers not to
fight. We were told that if we gave our
wives a vote we should not have vo many
strikes, Why shoulil we s0 belittle the wives
of the ‘‘dinkum’' workers! =

Hon. P. Collier: They have not any less
wisdom than their husbands.

Mr. HEROXN: If har been said that this
vote would save tliem a great many hardships.
Did anyone say that cur soldicrs should nnt
go to the fromt and fight? .Did not their
going cause plenty of hardships and priva-
tions to their wives? There is suffering and
hardship to-day as a result of their going
to fight, We know we have to go short when
a strike ocears. . .

My, A. Thomson: Do you think a atrike is
beneficial ? . -

Mr. HEROX: Our object is-to ensure that
some benefit will accrue to those who come
after. I remember when wages. were low in
the Eastern States and the conditions of life
were hard. What kind 'of a legacy did the
parents have to leave their sons and daughters
in those days? All they left were debts, and
their children had to face those debts when
they came to start out in life. I spent 20 years
of my lifc on the ficlds when conditions were
very hard, and I follewed many -avocations.
I was the seeretary of a union and of a friendly
society and was alse in a business where L
wis instructed by the boss to serve no more
goods until people had paid their accounts.
Wages were not high cnough to live on in
those days. The father of a family of six
or eight children had nothing to leave when
he died. He should have been getting a reas-
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onable wage, which would have enabled him
to leave enough for his children to make a
start on their own account, Later on when
the children of such parenta began to think
of getting married they had nothing to start
with, and so the struggle went on., And yet
members opposite, who have plenty themselves
and do not know what it is to want, say we
should advocate a reduction in wages. We

would not be worthy of the name of men if -

we did so. If members opposite did their
duty they would advocate a reduction in the
eost of living. I heard the member for York
interject the other evening that we did not
live on bread.

Mr. Latham: I said bread did not cost you
a great deal even with the inereage,

Mr. HERON: I should be sorry to see the
time come when the workers had to live on
bread alone. The price of wheat not only
affects the price of bread, but it affects the
bacon factories, the poultry farmers, the
dairymen, and countless other people. I have
here a letter from one of my electors, a man
over 70 years of age, who while living on a
pension is trying to eke out an existence by
rearing poultry. He cannot make a success
of that because of the high price of wheat
for his poultry. Last night, or the night
before, the president of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Asgsociation said, ‘‘I am going to
fight the Trades Hall if I stand alone;’’ and
he received applauge from all arovnd the hall
for making that statement. I suppose the
member for Katanning, the deputy Leader of
the Country Party, was one of those who
clapped; and still that hon. member tells us
that we should recommend the worker to ae-
cept a lower rate of wages. As regards taxa-
tion, the Minister for Mines and Railways
has intimated that the Government intend
to bring down a measure which will relieve
the mining industry and the prospectors of
some portion of their burdena, A prospector
may be poing out to-day without having had
a return for years. Such was my own ex-
perience. Now, if I went prospecting again
to-morrow and found anything that I could
sell, or from which T could obtain a fair re-
turn during the 12 months, the Common-
wealth and State Governments would step in
to grab a large share of my earnings. If
a show is sold, the two Governments between
them take about 60 per cent. of the procecds
of sale. I am pleased that a Boyal Commis-
gion was appointed by the Federal Govern-
ment to go into the question of taxation. [
believe that the promised amendment of our
State law is one effect of the inquiries of that
Federal Royal Commission. The Governor’s
Speech makes reference to good raina on the
goldfields. Therc have been good rains, and
the present time is opportune for the Govern-
ment to do all they can towards assisting the
prospector to go out. There i now plenty
of water and al!zo plenty of feed for the
horses the prospector must nse. The Govern-
ment should go & little out of their way to
asgist the prospector at this junctore, con-
gidering the low ebb of mining in thia State.

[ASSEMBLY.]

True, a few new shows have been opened up;
but there has been nothing in the nature of
a sensational discovery. Therefore the Gov-
ernment should help the mining industry
along, I take this opportunity to thank the
Minister for Mines for the assistance which
he has rendercd to my electorate since I have
been member for Leonora. However, it was
explicitly stated that this assistanee was
being given only in view of apecial cireum-
stances. My electors are grateful to the Min-
igter., On the first occasion he had to obtain
the sanetion of his colleagues for what he
proposed to do; and I thank the Government
as a whole for their generosity in that con-
nection. The concession was a special one,
granted in view of a disastrous fire which had
oceurred in the. distriet, Let me urge the
Government to grant the prospector assiat-
ance to a greater extent than £1 per week,
As the member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall)
snid, the prospector is not usually a young
single man. Young men cannot, as 8 rule, be
induced to go out prospecting, Generally,
the capable progpector is a man of middle
age; and in nine cases out of ten he has a
family to look after. Therefore an allowance
of £1 per week is not reasonable,

The Minister for Mines: Previously he
got nothing at all.

Mr, HERON: Quite right; but that is no
reason why the allowande should not be raised
now, With a view to getting more gennine
prospectors ont, men who will give of their
best, I would advocate an allowance of £2 per

. week., The Government should also establish

local mining boards in centres of any conse-
quence. These boards could advise the de-
partment from time to time of suitable men
prepared to go out prospecting. Under pre-
sent conditions much time is, unfortunately,
lost in making application and in waiting for
the department to reply; the correspendence
passes backwards and forwards for some con-
siderable time. Local mining boards, know-
ing something of prospecting and of mining,
wonld assist to prevent any undue delay.
Men thoroughly qualified to sit on sueh
boards can bhe found at the various mining
centres. I am glad if steps are being taken
to establish sueh boards; I had not heard
previously that such was the ¢case. The mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Boyland) spoke of
using the rails between Kalgoorlie and Cool-
gardie to push along the construction of the
Esperance line, T also hope that the Govern-
ment will adopt that expedient.

The Minister for Mines: They are 60-lb.
rails. .

Hon. T. Walker: They are not too good
for the Esperance line.

Mr, HERON: A question was recently
asked by the member for Kanowna (Hon.
T. Walker) regarding the rendering of Gov-
ernment assistance to men prepared to go on
the land in the Esperance diatrict. A refer-
ence was made to the use of traction engines
for the benefit of such settlers. The Pre-
mier stated that from advices he had received
he thought horses would be more suitable.
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But are the Govermment prepired to put
teams on lor the purpese of assisting the
settlers? T have interviewed the Premier re-
peatedly in regard to this matter. After the
first disaster at Gwalia, I was one of those
who waited on the Premier. The disastrous
fire at Kalgoorlie caused a revival of the
Esperance lands project. I know of ihen in
my eclectorate who are prepared to spend a
few pounds in settling on the Esperanee lands
it the Government will assist them by fur-
nishing plant te roll the land, Of course I
do mot suggest that n plant should he fur-
nished to cach settler. The settlers could be
placed close enough together for one plant to
serve several of them. While one man was
burning off, another man coulkd be rolling his
land; or scttlcls could co-operate in the mat-
ter, In my opinion, some arrangement should
he made by the Government, so long as there
is no railway extending into that district,, for
scttlers’ requirements heing trunsported at
rcagsonable rates. Otherwise, settlers without
teams will not he able to obtain the gooeds
which they need. The Government, haviny
delayed the construction of the Rsperance
railway so long, should make it their bosi-
nesg {o see that men desirous of settling on
the Esperance lands get settled there quickly,
and have reasonable facilities for obtaining
their reqnirements, As to the Bills forecasted
in the Governor’s Speech, T shall not go
through them, more especially those which do
not affect my eleetorate, 1 am disappointed
to ohserve an omission from the list—namely,
a Bill for national insurance. The time is
ripe for the Government to initiate sueh a
system. That brings me back to the remarks
of the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Boyland)
regarding the Mine-workers' Relief Fund.
That fund has done a wonderful amonnt of
pood. However, T agree with the member
for Kalcoorlie that the fund has largely out-
lived its usefulness. Owing to the decline in
wmining the subscribers are mnot there, and
therefore the money is not available to meet
the liabilities which are being incorred. Some
hon. members will advoeate the abolition of
the fund, but T am not prepared to do so
until such time as the Government have some-
thing to put in the place of the fund. Pos-
sibly a system of national insurance will meet
the ease: I am not positive on that point.
* The decline in mining has reached swech na
pitch that the fund cannot, in any case, con-
tinne much longer. I was disappointed to
hear the member for Kalgoorlie declare that
the secretary to the fund was receiving too
-lgrge o salary.

Mr. Boyland: I did not say that. What
T did say was that the secretary’s salary
should not he increaszed while the beneficiaries
were beine agbed to live on 12s. 6d, a week.

Mr. HERON: Even on that statement I
am rather disappointed, for I know from ex-
perience that the scerctary is a very able
man. When a good servant gives of his
best, he should receive of the best. T am
qmte prerared to admit that the revenve
of the fund has very materially deereased.
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Jt has becu found mnecessary to raisc contri-
butions. While the revenuc has decreased,
the work of the secretury has increased.
There were a very few men who had to come
upon the fund at the start but the numbers
were inervased very largely, invelving a great
deal more work. [ would advocate a system
of Commonwealth inswrance, bt seeing that
we have so little voice where matters con-
neeted  with  the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment  are  concerued, the next bast would
be State insurance. I would make it
compulsory so  that there wonld be no
neeesgity  for  collectors  to  go  round
colleeting  the dnes; the employers should
deduct the mouney for insurance from the
wages of their employees. [f that were done,
it would relieve the Charvities Department of
a lot of calls which are at present made ugon
it.. There are many who do not make provi-
sion for the bad times abead. Some do, and
they have to pay for those who do not. The
Government shonld bring in a system of State
insurance and malke it compuisory.

The Minister for Mines: Would it not be
preferable to wet these wen away from the
mines hefore the necessity for advances from
the {und arises?

Mr., HERON: I agree with the Minister
that it wonld he a pood thing if swch a
sehewe could be brought about. When T was
18 T was ouly given till 30 to live, ¢

The Minister for Mines: You have spread

‘out a lot since then.

Mr. HEROX: That 3a se. It is my good
fortune that ! cscaped the {full effects of
miner’s comvlaint. T got out of the mines
and worked bard on the surface on the sands
and slimes. At any rate, the outside work
saved me from going to the Woorcloo Sana-
forium. At the same time the snggestion
made by the Minister would only affect the
niiners; it wonld not affect many others out-
side mmlng who Deeoite a charge upon
the Charitica Department. If imen are
not prepared to make provisien for
themselves, the Government should be pre-
pared to foree them to do so. The Govern-
ment should take into consideration the
question of the vogt of living. We know
that a Commission was appoiated to deal
with thizs problem, but it has not resulted
in the cost of living being kept down.

Mr, Anpgelo: Tt is falling every day.

Mr. HERON: In some directions, perhaps
it is, but T do not think the hon. member
who has interjected will say other than
that we are pnymg too much for meat at
the present time.

Mr, Angelo: Quite so, hut even that w1l]
fall,

Mr. HERON: But in the meantime the
people are being robbed. The Government
should sce that the consumers are pro-
teeted. I was pleased to sce that accord-
ing to the Governor’s Speeeh, the Govern-
ment intend to introduce a Bill to deal
with hospitals. I hope the Bill will make
provision for the hospitals throughout the
State, for that is a very necessary move.
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T know the difficulties we have to face in
the country to keep our hospitals going,
Tn my cleetorate we have a hospital second
to none in the State. It has been a matter
of great difficulty to keep the hospital
open; therefore, T hopé this Bill will help
to relieve the position. Another Bill men-
tioned in the Governor’s Speech is the
Coostitution Act Amendment Bill, I hope
that Bill will have the effeet which I de-
gire. I trost that wnder that measure the
number of members of Parliament will be
reduced, The Labour Party have for years
advocated that the Upper House should be
reduced, or done away with altegether. A
eonsiderable amount of time is wasted in
this House but there is more wasted in
another place,

Mr. Corboy: They do not waste it therc;
théy go away and waste the time. | .

Mr. HERON: The Minister for Agricul-
ture referred last night to the necessity for
putting the land alongside the existing rail-
way lines into full use. T regret that no
Bill is being bronght forward to deal with
this question, We have advocated for
years past the imposition of a tax on unim-
proved land values. I think members gen-
eraliy agree that it is essential that such a
measure should be introduced. I am dis-
appointed that ne Bill is to be brought for-
ward *by the Government., I will not touch
wpon the other Bills mentioned in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech for we will have an opportu-
nity of discussing them later on. 1 wonld
like to refer to the Railway Department,
however, for we know from the speeches
delivered in this Chamber that our railways
are not paying, and we also know that a
number of trains have been cut out. Some
trains have been cut out in my clectorate
and no oue has objected to that. Economy
has to be practised and something has to
be done to rectify the finances of the State.
In bringing about such a rednciior in the
number of trains, however, consideration
should be given to the comfort of those
who have to travel over long distances. I
refer particularly to the goldfields express
which arrives in Perth on Sunday morning.
The last time I travelled by that train [
found that, during the concluding stages, it
had been converted intg a suburban train.
Leaving my eclectorate at 7 o’clock one
morning we expect to reach Perth at about
0.30 next morning. Many people who travel
that Jong distance canuot afford sleepers, in
consequence of which they have a very un-
comfortable ride. The discomfort of the
ride is accentuated during the lasi few
miles owing to the suburban traffie,

Mr. Mann: It only involves about seven
minutes extra.

Mr. HERON: You do not travel second
class; you travel first elass in comfort.

Mr. Mann: That does not affect the tima
taken.

Mr. HEROXN: It takes more than seven
minutes and as the hon. member travels first
¢lass he does not appreciate  what it

[COUNCIL.]

means to fhe poorer people. Just when
the long distance passengers nre busying

themselves straightening up  their lug-
gage, ‘preparatory to leaving at  Perth,
they are interfered with by ~the pas-

sengers from the auburban stations. In
addition, this alteration bhangs up other
trains’either in Perth or outside the central
railway station. I am living at Cannington
at the present time and the alteration has
meant that our train is often hung up either
at the central station or at East Perth,
Some change should be made and the con-
venience of long distance passengers con-
sulted.

On motion by Houn. T, Walker, debate
adjourned.. .

House adjourned at 10.18 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the Supply Bill
(No. 1), £1,610,320.

QUESTION—RETRENCHMENT,
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES,

Hon. J. W. HICKEY asked the Minister for
kidueation: 1, Is it the intention of the
Government to retrench a number of rail-
way and other Government employees and
officers? 2, If so, what is the approximate
number of employees and officers to be so
retrenched? 3. What is the approximate
date of such retrenchment taking effect? 4,
Have the Government considered the qoes-
tion of finding productive employment for
men 3¢ retrenched?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, So far as departments iu the Pub.
lic Serviee are concerned, every effort is



